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KiteCitement brings out the fun in family
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Elmira, New York

It was the best KiteCitement contest the Museum has ever
had! As part of the 4th Annual Community Soaring Day on Sep-
tember 16, 1995, the NSM conducted its popular kite contest
with over 100 kites taking to the sky.

The weather was better than the previous two years - it didn’t
rain and there was a brisk breeze. But the big draw this year
was the Museum'’s offer of free kites and string to community
children. The kite donation, made possible by a gift from the
Elmira-Corning Community Foundation, was first used for Sum-
mer Cohesion groups that came to visit the museum.

Several community groups took advantage of the day’s kite
offer and filled kite-specialist Bill Connors’ workshop at 9:00
a.m. at the Museum. Staff, volunteers and KiteCitement judges
were all needed in the Edward A. Mooers Community Room to
handle the great turnout. First the kids were instructed to place
the wooden dowels crosswise on the back of the kite, then tie
the string and finally, make colorful and creative tails from cloth

Above left, Mat-
thew Forrest, 2, of
Elmirais thrilled at
how high his kite
can go.

Left, Frank Gira-
gosian of Elmira
takes a break now
that his replica of
a World War I
bomb kite is float-
ing high over Har-
ris Hill.

pieces.

Connors, who has exhibited kites around the world
and won numerous prizes in competition, led the con-
struction process. “They’re not a kite until they fly,” he
said as the kids held up their completed kites. “The fly-
ing is the most important thing.”

So the next step was heading out to the glider field
across from the NSM and putting those kites to the test.
Soon the sky was scattered with kites of all sizes and
colors. and string crisscross the field.

Families found the sport a great way to get out of
doors together. Debbie and Dennis Kelly of Elmira
brought their daughters, Rachel, 5, and Megan, 3. As
the parents struggled to repair Rachel’s kite, Megan took
off with hers. Debbie said, “She’s having great luck.”
Mike Turkasz of Corning spent quite a bit of time un-
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tangling the string for his son, Neal, 6.
Leslie White of Horseheads brought
her daughter, Michele, 9, and a blue
angel kite.

David and Lucy Forrest of Elmira
flew kites right along with their four
children, Sarah, 14, Peter, 10,
Michael, 8 and Matthew, 2.

Bruce and Luann Judd of Vernon
take this kite hobby quite seriously.
Both of them took prizes in the con-
test, which is not surprising consider-
ing that their family brought a total of
30 kites to the event.

Bruce owns nearly 100 kites. His
best friend once gave him a $10 mylar
kite for his birthday. He was excited
just that it flew. Since he couldn’t af-
ford to keep buying kites, he learned
how to make them. He sends out of
state for materials and often takes
weeks to construct one kite. “He’s
learning other skills, too, like sewing,”
Luann says.

The Judds attended a stunt kite

competition in Cazenovia, NY where
the kite flying was choreographed to
music. It was like a ballet, they said.
And as far as the kites there - “They
are works of art,” Bruce says. They are
so exquisite that they look like stained
glass.

Bruce and Luann’s sons, Seth, 5,
and Ben, 9, also got pretty serious
about the hobby. Luann said Seth'’s kite
was his favorite kite. He flew it in Roch-
ester last spring and got his picture in
the newspaper. “It seems to fly good
for him,” she said.

As the morning drew on, the wind
picked up - so much so that the Harris

Hill Soaring
Corporation
couldn’t fly
their sail-
planes, so the relentless kite enthusi-
asts stayed on the glider field practic-
ing their skills for a couple extra hours.

The Museum raffled off a huge
six-train stunt kite (a $90 value) dur-
ing the day. The winner, Heather
Nowlan of Horseheads, was thrilled.
"I'm totally into kites now," she says.

She's been back to the Museum
to buy a couple more kites and has
her collection up to 15 in number now.
It takes two people to get the 12-
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Left, Caroline Weissen-
buehler, 8, of Elmira
holds tightly onto the
string leading to her
delta. Caroline took first
place in her age category
for keeping the kite high
above the others despite
the strong pull from the
wind. Her father, Heinz,
said the kite didn’t fly
well until he attached a
small rock to the end of
the long, long tail.

Below, left, Bill
Gallagher, NSM Curator
of Education, holds the
kite string while one
youngster ties it se-
curely to the kite. Below,
right, Bill Connors
shows another contes-
tant how to construct the
kite. The Edward A
Mooers Community
Room was filled with
children making kites
prior to the beginning of
judging on the glider
field.

stringer kite up. She is planning to
get a group of people together to
get several of her kites up in the air
on the next nice weekend.

Heather even logged onto the
World Wide Web one day only to
find that the theme was kites. She
discovered information on upcom-
ing competitions and shows for
kites. She's couldn't believe that her
prize has opened her eyes to kite
stuff all around her!
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Left, the 1995 KiteCitement contest
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Above, a man and his grandson brought two handpainted
Campbell Soup label kites to Harris Hill but gave this one to
the Hunter family. The Hunters, Katie, Jim, Pam and Margie,
of Corning, had trouble getting it afloat in the strong wind.
They said their benefactor told them the kites had been en-
tered in a contest for the Campbell Soup Company.

Right, adult
category
winner Bruce
Judd makes
his stunt kite
sing in the
wind as it
loops and
curls in re-
sponse to
Judd’s hand
controls.

winners were: First row, left to right:
(5-10 Year Old Category) Caroline
Weissenbuehler, 8, Elmira - 1st place;
Rachel Kelly, 5, Elmira - 2nd place;
and Jared Berry, 7, Elmira - 3rd place.
Second row, left to right: (11-18 Year

| Old Category) Tim Coon, 13, Elmira

- 1st place; and Jessica Ruland, 12,
Corning - 2nd place. Third row, left
to right: Clara Schaeffler, NSM
Judge; Greg Dean, Norwich, 2nd
place in the 19-Adult Category;
Luann Judd, Vernon, 3rd place in the
19-Adult Category; and Bill Connors,
NSM Kite Workshop Leader. Back
row, left to right: Bruce Judd, Vernon,
1st place in the 19-Adult Category;

| Bill Gallagher, NSM Judge; and Bill

Schultz, NSM Judge. Not pictured
was Margie Hunter, 14, Corning - 3rd
place in the 11-18 Year Old Category.

- Museum Tidbits

George Nuse joins Board

George Nuse of Norcross, GA jumps
in with both feet when he finds a new in-
terest! George has assumed Ted Sharp's
position as NSM Trustee (see story be-
low) and he hasn't been involved in soar-
ing all that long.

During a meeting in Hawaii about ten
years ago, George took a ride in a
Schweizer 2-32. Then three years ago in
Phoenix there was a Iull in the annual
meeting of the Sports Car Club of
America, so he tried another ride. This
time he was hooked. He grabbed a copy
of SOARING, found a soaring club in his
area and went right out and bought a
Jlider. He admits that's probably a back-

~ ward approach into the sport.

George co-founded Dynulin Corp., a
franchise that reached great success
through the 1980's. He has also been a

race car driver and driving instructor. He
wants to channel some of his successful
energy now to the National Soaring Mu-
seum. He has ideas of connecting the
NSM more to the Soaring Society of
America membership and applying for
donations for specific goals.

George was a delight at last July's
International Vintage Sailplane Meet as
a participant in his Grunau Baby Il and
as the official gag award presenter. He
and his wife, Joyce, have three children,
Treacy, Laura and Andrew.

Board bids Ted Sharp farewell

The NSM Board would like to thank
Theodore E. Sharp for all his years of
service as a trustee. Ted's input will be
missed and we wish him well in the fu-
ture.

Hammond-SSA President

Congratulations to NSM Trustee

E. Gene Hammond who has been
elected as President of SSA effective
January 1, 1996. This will be Gene's
second term as President (first serving
1992-1994). He aspires to renew a rela-
tionship with the Air Sports Council, to
continue the Gross scholarship program,
to work with the FAA involving air space,
to work on the NSM/SSA connection and
to increase the museum's membership.
NSM makes SOARING cover

A photo overlooking several foreign
flags and vintage ships from the roof of
the NSM during July's International Vin-
tage Sailplane Meet was featured on the
cover of the October issue of SOARING.
An article and photos highlighting the
IVSM were published inside the maga-
zine. The article and photos were done
by Bill & Peg Gallagher, Carla Page, and
Jim Swinnich.
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f& Sailplane Models

Soaring Capital of America

Order your Shirts/Caps
- Schweizer 2-32 i
%’ 43-inch wingspan s(marlng e
#7\1\ can be converted to RC ChrlS¢maS glfts Tees 50/50 i&
) ]t i B $13.95 b 'l Medium-Large-XLarge ¥
%)) Diamant y malili. Ash - White @
#é 74-inch wingspan 1 3/8 scale 1t's quick and easy and it's HAB32.......lcee e $14.50 &{
t?},??ﬂ ............................ $23.99 sure to please that flight )
2okl il enthusiast on your list. poR o aWash ﬁg
. -inch wingspan 6-way 100% cotton -
%#136 ............................. $34.99 (See order form pg. 6) Putty tan - Cameo Pink %
.+ Flying Robin Large :
g%.~#4021 ........................... $6.00 HA34...ooe, $15.00 ﬂf.
v Leonardo de Vinci's Flying Machine g
SR e $14.99 Tees - Stonewash -

’%.

L
§ Soaring Gifts

5 Baseball Caps
#E- Keeper of Flight ? ngt[l)ler (-)lf(.lEgght Cotton/Canvas  One Size fits all
: QIO s e Natural - runs large

{;) #4430 L $29.00 Roping the clouds | e % %
g e e koot il . . T

‘ #489...._ ......................... $1.99 Reachingifor more :

g} NSM Pin Daring to risk

Tl HODOE e e $4.95 So his spirit can soar
#& Is it about Conquering ..................

The vast, wide sky?

No, it's about conquering
| Yourself - Inside.

. Aerodrome Windup toy
%ﬁ 7-inches high P =l 8
,_.j( HABSA o $15.99 : Poster - American Aviation History
ﬁ | #309.... e $4.99

Cameo pink - Putty tan #
Heather gum - Terra Cotta fg)

X Large =

Y N $15.00 @
=

)
Baseball shirts é
Large logo on back, ﬂ

small logo on front )
Natural i&
Medium - Large &
#4300........cccco...... $29.00 R,

(
Sweatshirts 50/50 #é'

Medium - Large - XLarge : )
White .
HA29Y o onmmmmnsom sans $21.99 gt
Children's Tees gi*
g
@

_:/

Fuscia - Jade

Sizes 2-4 & 6-8
HA488....ooeveeeeee, $10.99
Limited quantities on @
certain items Y

ﬁ;




~ Museum Holiday Shop Order Form -'

Cost Qty Price S/H Total Description (J )
Sailplane Models : é
Schweizer 2-32 #135 13.95 SRR e | S0 (e ﬂ
Diamant #137  23.99 3.50 4})
Cirrus #136  34.99 Sely) (B e e
Flying Robin #4021 6.00 S0 |l e Jé
Leonardo de Vinci #1311 14.99 3.50 &
Shirts/Caps ) )
Tees 50/50 #4332 14.50 At e bl Ash White Al
Me - L XL gf*
Tees - Stonewash #434 15.00 1-3 Putty__ Pink __(Large)
Putty _ Pink ___ (XL) \
shirts| Heather__Terra Cotta__(XL)*
Baseball Shirts #4300 29.00 e e | Mesisi s~ #{
Sweatshirts 50/50 #4291 21.99 350 fle=s 0 o M L XL %
Children's Tees #488 10.99 Fuscia___ Jade L
1-5 2/4 6/8 5{\,
Baseball Caps #487  7.99 hatsgl=secs -8 20 Nat'L_Gold_Teal__ Blue__ b
Gifts 3.50 )
NSM Pin #222 4.95 1.00
Keeper of Flight #443  29.00 3.50
WWII Cards #489 1.99 .50 +
.25/s¢e
"Return" PM Janco #379 35.00 3:50
Aviation Poster #309 4.99 3.50
Aerodrome Toy #4681 15.99 3.50
Books
)5 How We Invented the Airplane/Wright Brothers _ __ __ 8.25 [3.50
ﬁ Wings Like Eagles/Schweizer _ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 29.99 |5.00
Soaring With the Schweizers/Schweizer _ _ _ __ __ 19.95 |3.50
Q As liKnewiblim/Mogre === asu e LR RN 9.99 [3.50
)X.  Amelia Earhart - Lost Legend/Wilson — paperback __ __12.95 |3.50
;33 hardcover __ __16.95 [3.50 X
@ Joy of Searing/Conway4a o o Bl i e 18.99 |13.50 g
) Bishops Beys/Crouch. . & = i a i (o & Sl s i i iy 14.95 |5.00 Nethod of P “H(
3% _Soaring Pioneers - Barnaby & Klemperer/NSM __ __ __ 3.00 {350 ginodiofiEayment #{
'{? ﬁg:ﬁero' Subtotal Check g}
. Annual Membershi Charge: ;
}m Address P M/C VISA {){
; Members'

g; ity e 10% discount Card #: #7%
‘ Zip Phone Total *
@ Exp. Date: g
> Mail this form to: National Soaring Museum, 51 Soaring Hill Dr. 2
}k& Elmira, NY 14903 or fax: 607/732-6745 or phone: 607/734-3128 #{
é NSM Gift Memberships Send Membership to: _.g)

One full year of the Historical Journal, the NSM News, i
free admission to the Museum, and 10% off Gift Shop Name: ﬁ

purchases.( Purchase a membership for yourself and
save immediately on this order!) Address .J?
Individual ~ $25.00 ___ Family $35.00 City/State/Zip %\'
____ Sustaining $100.00 __ Sponsor $250.00 $ =
Other From: J)I

TR Y Y T e e
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He’s retired a couple times, but the
Museum keeps luring him back! This
“man of wit and knowledge - Bill
Wlagher - has returned for a second
sunt as Curator of Education.

This fascinating man can often be
found with a red neckerchief tied inside
his collar and five or six rubber bands
lined up on his wrist as he pokes through
the archives in search of pictorial gems
for the Historical Journal (of which he
has been editor for the past decade) or
just some information on a significant
flight that someone has requested by
mail.

Bill grew up in south Buffalo amidst
a very rich childhood. “We didn’t have
nickel one, but the toys we had were the
things we built ourselves.” He remem-
bers scraping up ten cents to go see a
matinee, and then he and his friends
made cardboard helmets to play their
own Crusades or the three musketeers
or whatever was popular at the time. "We
had this fantastic interplay,” he says.

He attended a parochial school - kind
of like the Marine Corps. “You learned
or you died!” But in 8th grade came his
life’s turning point in Sister Mary Rosarie
- “She didn’t do anything unless it had
vitality to it.” He says she is the one that

NSM NEWS

taught him a zest
for learning. ‘I
cannot think of a
subject someone
would bring up
that | wouldn’t be
interested in.”

World War I
offered a back-
drop for Bill’s high
school years. All
the guys yearned
to get into the air
corps, but Bill
couldn’t pass the
physical! So he earned letters in swim-
ming and track and ushered at the local
theater. He still recalls the dialogue from
the movie, “Casablanca” and seeing great
stars like Betty Grable and bands like
Glenn Miller.

He finally wound up in the Navy in
1943. “| was very lucky,” he says. “| never
got shot at (by the enemy anyway!)”

He earned an advertising degree from
Kent State and started a masters program
in education from Elmira College.

After the war his father had moved to
Elmira, so Bill settled down to work for
the Gannett newspaper here and met Peg,
his beautiful wife of 46 years. The two

Bill Gallagher

Fall 1995

set off on a life-
time adventure
beginning with a
converted lifeboat
which they took
down the Ohio
River for four
months. When
Bil's mom be-
came ill, they got
serious and re-
turned to the Star
Gazette, Bill in
the advertising
department and
Peg in the editorial section.

Following Bill’s retirement
from the press in 1984 he
dabbled in substitute teach-
ing. He and Peg were also
bitten by the soaring bug.

“l wanted to fly since | was
in high school,” Bill says. He
and Peg both had their com-
mercial licenses and took up
soaring together. “I liked the
people and the indescribable
sensation of being in an en-
vironmentally clean sail-
plane. Finding a thermal and going up is
addictive,” he says. “Why, | even liked
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Recognition of Friends of the
Annual Giving 8/1/95 - 10/20/95

Museum

N\ dragging the things out on the
flight line.”

The Gallaghers spent most
weekends on Harris Hill. Bill
learned to fly from such masters

BENEFA R . .
TheolireEsggO FAMILY as Dale Gustin, Heinz
George & Norma Aspinwall Doug & Lianna Lamont Weissenbuehler Sr., Roy
SPONSOR Al & Marion Backstrom Gregory & Patricia Lincoln McMaster, Floyd Ross and John
George F & Lorrell Byard John R & Margaret Battersby Stephen & Janie Lindenbaum Bl G:II "W,
Robert L Moore Lorraine A & Carol Bell Frederick F & Elizabeth Loomis ( orky) Gill. e,were ,neve“r gq-
Jack C Nees Del & Sue Blomquist Charles & Elinor J Mange ing to be competition pilots," Bill
Robert F Sykes JDé}!e &ALgrraine Busque \r;lve;lill_l MCE?;"N - says of he and Peg. "We just did
ulius A Carozza illiam ancy Ordway ; "
l§etUerSVr€éeIrg¥1NG Robert G & Althea Carpenter. Roger E & Mary Payne it for_]tﬁg'n he met Shirlev Sliwa
William B Cleary Roger T & Margaret M Cowulich  Richard M & Olive B Phelan : y ) .
Patrick & Mary DeNaples Lawrence & Rowenna Creighton  Rusty & Anne Pickard She was Director of the National
Richard R & Phyllis Drake M. Lynd & Marigene Daggett James M Reinsmith Soaring Museum and looking for
TN e Daniel & Angela Donahoe John E & Rose K Sherwood - “Qp: ~
giniZeiman Nathan J Frank Robert B & Delores M Smith curatorial help. “Shirley was ab
C Kenneth & Mid Kolstad : it : )
Jervis & Irene Langdon Jr Charles B & Dena Friedman William T & Dorothy Smith solutely the best boss I'd ever
David C Mandeville Penny & Leslie Gammons Richard & Terry Shenton worked for - she had great flair,
Boyd & Barbara McDowell Il Eberhard F & Gertrude Geyer Gerald E & Mae F Starner sensitivity and great humor.”
John D & Dawn Newell Jr Robert L & Grace Henbest Finley M & Fannie Steel_e Wh Bill first & d
e AN Henry S & Jean Herr James W & Mary L Stoia en blll Tirst came a oar
Stuart& L lcia E Schweizer Paul F & Mary A Hill Darrel E & Maureen Watson the Museum was only half the size
Maurice P & Isabelle Whitney it is today. “I thought | had died
INDIVIDUAL and gone to heaven,” he says. It
John T Beebe Ray Goodall T Alan Peterson DONORS HHSC JR. was the best job he had ever had
Richard H Benbough William T Harvey Manfred Radius KevinBacker - like going to work and playing in
Lee L Bernardis Thomas L Hine John Robinson Andrew Deutsch icEaen an adult toybox with new tovs
Karl Biermacher Hildegard Kuhn J S Ruskiewicz AlRyan aS CET S AGHEL 1oy gl y
Flaine M Carlson Stephen H Lakatosh Michael L Shoen Ken Stayer Chad Harris coming in all the time.
'H Cramblet Jr WaldemarD Maya  John C Seymour Daniel Zigas NI s He exuded excitement in ev-
“_wartCDavidson  BoykinBMcCaaJr Richard Shenton Donald R Beebe ot ery aspect of the job. One day as
George N Davies James D McWilliams Tom Tompkins Jose hpl\aanle ro h ked at the | bt-) t
Thomas M Edwards  GregoryAParker  LynnVanCampen =~ CORPORATE Nathgn Mattuc?ci e worked at the lobby counter, a
Joseph Elgin Elizabeth E Pataki ~ Waltman W Walters . fellow in bib overalls came in
Howell Packaging Jason McGrogan
Joe F Emons Robert F Pauley John S Watson ke Sarara Claiii d P 8
\Gary B Fogel Joseph S Perrucci  Herbert M Ziff 2 4 ontinued on rage
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clutching a cigar box -a donation
of a logbook of two combat glider
operations. The man had won two
air medals and told amazing sto-
ries about the invasion of South-
ern France. The pilot covered
much more detail than the records
in the Museum. Bill also met a man

who had flown on the China Clip- |
per. He says “everybody has a |

story to tell, and some don’t even
realize it.”

Bill retired from the NSM in
1990 so he and Peg could travel.
They had already had some wild
traveling adventures - like being
hijacked to Cuba in 1969. Things
weren't about to change, either.
They were robbed on a Mexican
vacation a couple years ago. They
have visited other places like Hol-
land, Italy and Portugal without
event.

And now Bill is back - assisting
with archival requests and en-
campment workshops. “It's worth
working just to associate with and
listen to some of the experiences
of Paul (Schweizer) and Frank
(Hurtt) and Dick (Kurzenberger).”
He sees an exciting future for the
Museum. “We’re on the verge of a
groundswell of expanding public
interest in motorless flight,” he
says. “In a search for our roots, the
beginning of soaring is inter-
mingled with Americana and the
evolution of flight itself.”

Yes, Bill has studied and lis-
tened to the soaring legends, but
we all feel he's a legend in his own
right. It's great to have him back!

NATIONAL SOARING MUSEUM

Harris Hill

51 Soaring Hill Drive
Elmira, NY 14903

CALENDAR

December 1

Community SoaringLuncheon
i Noon
|| NSM's Edward A. Mooers Commumnity Room

February 29 - March 2, 1996

SoaringSociety of America
Annual Convention
Huntsville, AL

Executive Director
James W. Swinnich

Editor
Carla Page

NSM News is published four times a
year by the National Soaring
Museum for all Museum friends.
Address inquiries to: National
Soaring Museum, Harris Hill, 51
Soaring Hill Drive, Elmira, NY 14903
607/734-3128 FAX: 607/732-6745.
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