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phase of a storage facility is
exciting. We need this facility
badly, as the presentinadequate
storage threatens the pre-
servation of our collection of
historicallyimportantaircraft. The
Trustees have pledged 25% of
the needed funds, and we are
seeking additional support from
area foundations. You can help. George H. Edwards
Weexpect1992tobeayearof  Board President
closer cooperation with the National Air and Space
Museum of the Smithsonian. They are embarking on
an excltlng new exhibit program, and we hope to
 participate. ,
Pastawompllshments neverwouldhave happened
andfuture challenges could notbe considered, without
 the tireless efforts of our small but skilled staff, and the

A message from NSM President George H. Edwards

Your Museum faces many challenges in 1992, but

each challenge represents an opportunity to advance

the institution. The Trustees are challenged by such

diverse needs as a self-evaluation process and a

comprehensive long-range plan. The stafflooks toward
constructing andinstalling the exhibit on the Evolution
of Gliders and Sailplanes, and to an increased visitor

load as the economy improves

this year. To name a few, as

they say. Like Pogo, we seem

to be surrounded by

insurmountable opportunities.

We can take pride in the

accomplishments of 1991, as

the Museum held up well in a

: difficult economy. Attendance

was up slightly in a year when area tourist attractions

were generally down. Gift shop sales were up

dramatically. All this was the result of dedicated,
creative effort by the staff.
1 don’t think 1992 is going to be easy for the NSM.

We still have opportunities to surmount in such areas

as staffing and financial support. But aII the elements
for success are in place.
The prospect of raising $60, 000 to construct the first

seemingly endless enthusiasm of the Board of
Trustees.

But most of all it is the suppon of you, the general
membership, that provides the force to drive this
complex enterprise. We have a wonderful small
museum, one thatis destined to take its place with the
great aviation museums of the world. Our thanks to

“you for making this poss:ble

The NSM hosts
its community
luncheon

About 100 members and guests attended
the 1991 Community Soaring Luncheon at
the NSM in December to watch Chemung
County offically accept the new section of
the Museum, now complete with its $1.2
million expansion, as a County facility.

County officials had agreed to take over
ownership of the facility when construction
was completed. The last stage of that project
was finished last summer when the outside
of the building was painted.

Harris Hill was covered with snow, not
ideal soaring conditions, but Museum Board
members, volunteers and guests on hand
were warmed both by the great hot chili and
the cooperation between the County and
the Museum.

Chemung County Executive G. Thomas
Tranter accepted a plaque of appreciation
for the County’s help in completing the
12,000-sq. ft. project. “This is our premier
tourist attraction, this mountain and all that
~nes with it,” Tranter said. Walt J.

_rchynsky, County Buildings and Grounds
~uperintendent, called the expansion project
a “special partnership” between the County
and the Museum.

Thomas Tranter, Jr. (left).

Paul A. Schweizer, Museum Trustee and
chalrmanoftheexpansmnfunddnve praised
the County for aid in developing the soaring
site. He said runway work county crews did
back in 1966 led to the location of the
Museum on Harris Hill, and that County
supportcan be traced backto thefirstnational
soaring meet held here in 1930.

Dr. Charles D. Smith, NSM Executive
Director, told the group that about 35,000
visitors toured the Museum and participated
inMuseum activities during 1991, anincrease
of about 5 percent over 1990. He also
previewed anew exhibitof about 120 models
showing the evolution of motorless aircraft
to be added to the museum this spring. He

Above, a crowd of nearly 100 attend the 191 Commnity
Soaring Luncheon. Right, NSM Trustees Paul A. Schweizer
(center) and Fred Molter (right) present a plaque to G.

said it would be a “centerpiece exhibit for the
museum,” and. “more enticing to young
people.”

Monty Sullivan, President of the Harris Hill
Soaring Corporation also talked about
cooperation - that between HHSC and the
Museum. He said HHSC “was not just a
bunch of guys flying planes up on the hill,”
but they were committed to the county to
provide passenger rides to the public and
provide an education program through the
Junior organization.

The Soaring Capital of America

 Elmira, New York
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There were a lot of local people

curled up with a good book over
Thanksgiving vacation. A week before the
holiday the NSM held an evening reception

Schweizer book-51gn1ng draws

for William Schweizer’s new book, “Soaring
With the Schweizers: The 50-Year History
of Their Aviation Adventures.”

Billwas on hand to greet each person who
bought a book that

evening and to
personally sign the
inside cover. And
nearly 100 people
showed up to shake
hands with the author
and swap soaring
tales. By the end of
the eveningmorethan
a case of books was
gone, and another
case was sold prior to
Christmas.

“Soaring With the Schweizers” details the aviation efforts
of three brothers pictured above, left to right: Ernest
Schweizer, William Schweizer and Paul A. Schweizer.

Ever feel the
world is deflating

won't happen i you have
one of the fascinating inflatable
globes from the NSM gift shop - just
keep away from sharp objects! This
month we are featuring ourinflatables:
2 earth globes - one glows in the
dark,amoonglobe, acelestialsphere,

and a space shuttle. These
inexpensive items are new in the
expanded gift shop - check them out
on your next visit. They are fun,
educational and even make good
beach balls!

By Dr. Charles D. Smith

s we enter the new year we
can look back on 1991 as a
goodyearforthe NSM. While

we suffered through the recession like
everyone else, we expanded the gift
shop and added several new exhibits.
An active drive boosted our
membership with new members being
added every day.

We have a new Board President
(George’s message can be found on
page 1). Ouroutgoing Board President
is John C. Lincoln I, who steps down
after serving the lastthree yearsin that
leadership role - John was also Board
President for two years in the mid-
80’s. He guided the Board and the
Museum through a major expansion
and capital fund raising campaign,
giving countless hours to help the

Director’s

cause. And it wasn'’t always too
convenient for John to just drop
by Harris Hill since he was living
inArizonaatthe time. Ourthanks
go outto John for his efforts and
guidance during a major period
of growth and change for the
NSM. Of course, he isn’t
completely off the hook as he
remains an active Board
member and Committee
chairman.

Thanks also go out to two
departing Board members, Les
Schweizer and Christopher Woods for
their help and support as Trustees. A
warm welcome is extended to their
replacements W. Stuart Schweizer and
Harold D. Buck.
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William Schweizerautographed overa case
of his books at the NSM event.

The book begins in 1930 when Schweizer and his two brothers,
Ernest and Paul, built the world’s first all-metal glider in their father’s
barn. The story ends with a Big Flats, NY aviation manufacturing

company employing 500. The company is
believed to be the only aircraft manufacturer
pre-dating World War Il that is still family-
owned.

Bill said they could have merged with
somebody, but that would have limited their
dream. Allthree men have since retired, and
three of their sons run the company.

Bill wrote the book in long-hand over a
two-year period. ltdetails products thatwe~~
successful, and several that were not. Tt
story is interweaved among national and
localevents thattook place during Schweizer
milestones. It even contains some great
personal anecdotes.

Most of all, the book reveals Bill's formula
for succeeding in a business where others
have failed, “We’ve been flexible and willing
to change. We've made a lot of mistakes,
but we haven’'t made a big one.”

We welcome letters

The NSM News welcomes letters from
readers. Please keep submissions brief and
to the point. We reserve the right to edit
submissions to fit the space allotted. Send
letters to: NSM News-Editor, National
Soaring Museum, Harris Hill, EImira, NY
14903.

Executive Director: Dr. Charles D. Smith
Editor: Carla Page

NSM News is published bi-monthly by tf(‘h,
National Soaring Museum for all members.
Membership is $25 per year (individual),
$35 (family membership).Address inquiries
to: NSM, RD#3, Harris Hill, Elmira, NY 14903;
607/734-3128
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The Museum’s fall solicitations have yielded us a good number
~~“new members. We want to take this space to welcome each and
:ry one of them. We hope you enjoy your membership and all

Three cheers for our new/renewing members!

embership Roundup

Membership Roundup

NEW MEMBERS 11/15/91 - 1/10/92

Membership Roundup

M/M John Cadwallader

Barry L. Leslie
John C. Lowman

Jaime Alexander

John D. Fako, Sr.
Betty K. Ganung

R. C. Hedden

Steven Leonard
Peter Leonhardt

Mitchell Lubars

W. R. Plage
Viktor J. Pokorny

Ramon Valdes
Bruce Bagley Bruce Rohde

m Caesar Creek Soaring Club  Charles Harper Lois H. O'Neil Robert Ruslle
M/M Daniel F. Agan Stephen Drane Lewis A. Johnson M/M Joe Personett Albert Uster
M/M Richard A mberg M/M Robert Finn Long Island Soaring Ass'n Jane Robens Charles Yanke
M/M Richard Asbeck
M/M Dan Baker
m{": gﬁ’,‘eﬁ%ﬁfﬁ,s Aero Club Albatross William H. Hanewinker John M. Lischak Kevin Renshaw
M/M Robert Byland Seth Aldridge James L. Hawk Rodney Lord Richard L. Reynolds

Harvey A. Rivers

Mike Cavanagh Noel Anderson R. G. Heidelbach Davidson Lushring C. O. Rogue, Jr.

M/M Stewart Crane Keith M. Ashfield W. V. Higbee, Jr. Josef Maierbacher Carl Saunders

M/M Wayne Cree Martin Bael John Hobelman Jerry Mason Erick Schmitt

William H. Culbertson Joel Robert Baker Wade L. Hooker Charles |. Meinershagen James Stamy
William T. Davis John T. Beebe Cheryl M. Howell John T. Molumphy Il Stewart A. Stoddart
Paul A. Devereaux Terry G. Box Richard D. Horigan, Jr. Elmer Mooring H. A. Stokely

Mrs. W. J. Ehiman Mary Jane Brown George L. Howell T. D. Morse Scot C. Stricker
Larry/Gary Fogel Dan Bryan Calvin T. Hughes, Jr. Ann Marie Mundell Rose Marie Sweeney
Lucille Giibert Jeff Bushnell Wesley Ishida John Murray Gary Swift

M/M James B. Griffin Earle Catlin William N. Jenkins Stan Nejson Rudi Szigeti

M/M Doug Haluza Irving T. Chatterton Jr. Morelle Cook Jones Peter O'Donnell Nabuo Takagi

M/M Thomas Hulings Cleveland Soaring Society Charles D. F. Keith Ted Off William F. Taylor, M.D.
M/M Douglass Hunter James E. Corey llI James N. Kenney Gregory A. Parker Jim Tomaine

M/M Wm. V.M. Iszard Carl Czech Mike Koerner Frank R. Pascale Claribel Underhill
Weston H. Jenkins John C. Dellicker Alex W. Krieger William P. Patterson Julie Venable

M/M Dana S. Johnston Gino DiNucci Franklin J. Larson R. E. Payne Steve Wallin

Tom J. Johnston Greer Ellis Ronald C. Lawson Gary E. Peterson Dale Watson

Jervis Langdon Donald R. Fair Wm. John Leddy Ili Inga S. Pineo Warren L. Wilcox

Charles E. Zelnick Il
W. P. Zimmerman

the benefits it has to offer you. We also add a special thank you
to all those who have renewed since the last newsletter, also
listed below.

Donald A. Gurnett Michael J. Lincoln Lawrence J. Pusey

M/M Henry G. Marlowe
Paul R. Martinez

Gary Mayer

M/M James Miceli

M/M Eric Morrow

RENEWING MEMBERS 12/7/91 - 1/10/92 =ss——

Allen R. Norton

M/M Donald O’Connell

Maxwell H. Parker Robert J. Auburn M/M Peter R. Daniel John B. Hintz Fred Molter

Drs. Michael/Karen Porte Harold D. Buck James W. Dieterich Jr. Glennon Kidd Wylie Mullen

M/M B.G. Reed William B. Cleary S. H. duPont, Jr. M/M Boyd McDowell Craig Talbot

Dr/Mrs Peter T. Remec M/M Ed Dalrymple Walter T. Hartung Harry R. Meline Raymond C. Thweatt

Salilplane Corp. of Amer.
|zumi Sasaki

Robert Schultz

M/M Harry V. Senn

Membership®Roundup Membership Roundup

C. B. Kniskern, Jr.

Paul S. Cushman

Thomas C. Davey
Thomas R. Decker
Alfred J. DeRenzis

E. Peter Benzing
Karl Biermacher
William R. Bigge
Robert W. Bivens

Siegfried K. Groh
Frank R. Gross
Mark Groves
William T. Harvey

Stephen H. Lakatosh
Rolf Leininger
Gregory Lincoln
Stephen Lindenbaum

John Robinson

David J. Roderick
Matthew E. Rodina, Jr.
Bertha M. Ryan

Stephan F. Strassmayr
G. Thomas Tranter, Jr.
Allen H. Van Name
John S. Watson

Timothy Sharl Janine Acee Dr/Mrs John Forrest M/M Leslie Schweizer
M'&"RV S.a' 2 M/M Steve Albertalli M/M Lanier Frantz Klarl W. Kretschmer Paul H. Schweizer
Fl/ o Jays I?t'}:nons John T. Bent Robert A. Gingell Robert D. Leonard Peter F. Selinger
o W°V : Ams I David A. Boehmer Ray Goodall Oran W. Nicks M/M Sterling Starr
] M’,’a‘ga . g”se Dr/Mrs Donald Brooks Mark/Gay/Chris Gross C. Brent Olmstead M/M Thomas G. Swanson
s/ i Thepa' tone R. N. Buck E. G. Hammond M/M Rudolf Opitz Calvin Weiss
A=) Mo;\)ll A °'}La§. el M/M Howard E. Burr M/M Henry Herr Dr/Mrs Thomas Prutsman Ray E. Williams
(< i lh vg"a LITINGiio M/M Lawrence Creighton  M/M Robert F. Iszard Neal Ridenour M/M Jack Wyman
= Ol y¥assmor Joe Conn M/M Erwin F. Jones Victor M. Saudek M/M Lowell Yund
David Williamson M/M William R. Dade
é H.F. Wood :
=5
ord Andrew Alson Duane O. Callahan Joe Emons Carl Hughes Mrs. Tom Page Brian Shoemaker
John A. Armor Michael Campbell Edwin Fox Robert L. Hurni Enno Pechnik George H. Smith
Rolf W. Bahrenburg  Elaine M. Carlson Herbert Franke E. E. Husting Matthew C. Perry Gifford M. Smith
Robert H. Ball William H. Chambers Marvin D. Frost Frederick L. Jacobs Danny A. Pierson Mary Welles Mooers Smith
(+*] John Battersby F. A. Chardon Willi J. Geiselmann Peter C. King Logan Pomella John B. Smoots
£ Dr. Donald R. Beebe  William P. Clarke Eberhard F. Geyer Larry A. Kirkbride Sherry Proctor Dan Somers
E Otto Bellinger Jack Conroy Thomas L. Gibson Anton Kurte Mrs. E. Randall Finley M. Steele
o Tom Beltz John W. Cook Thomas W. Greig Jack Laister Lowell N. Richards Ross N. Stevens, Jr.

Raul Blacksten Helen R. Dick Donald C. Hawkes, Jr.  William B. Martin Stephen R. Savage Laverna Watts
David E. Boehmer Harold P. Dillon Arthur A. Heavener Jefferson L. Miller Philip F. Schmalz Doug Westin
John R. Boyce Jacqueline A. Doherty  Joel N. Heintzelman Hugh G. Moser, Jr. Jan Scott Dan N. Williams
George H. Brimhall Allan R. Dresner William L. Hicks J.C. Nees Harold W. Seland Wenmouth Williams
Gunars Bumburs Joseph Egin Thomas L. Hine Charles O’Neil Donald B. Shannon David L. Willis
; Leon A. Buseski David R. Ellis Jan Holm Charles J. Owens lll Forrest G. Shaw Bob%nv:l-!. xVi'lson
9 avid Winke

& diyszoqusiy  dnpunoy diysioqurapy dnpunoyy d;qs.taqtuam dnpunoy drysiaqur o

& diyszx qUBSIAI  dnpunoy drysIdaquIaN ,dnpunou digszoquiajyy dnpu w°
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Anyone can be a pilot at NSM

Soaring isn’t just an

fitting was done atthe Stuka

outdoor sport anymore. OUr new simulator Works where theirscrap pile

Now at the NSM visitors
can sit in a motorized flight

is a real lift! yielded many usable odds
and ends; and volunteers

simulator and head for the clouds outside the offered suggestions, painting, and hauling

window in front of them.

the unit back and forth to the restoration

The simulator is a mockup of a sailplane shop.
cockpit donated to the Museum by Schweizer But the simulator is definitely a hit with
Aircraft Corp. about 10 years ago. Originallyit ~ all the families and school groups who

wasanexhibitthat people
could justsitin. The 1-34
was converted last
summer by Dick
Kurzenberger, Museum
Conservator, with a
hydraulic system using a
farm machinery piston
and a four-way valve.
Kids, both small and
large, enjoy having more
action. Instead of just
wiggling the stick, now
their weight triggers a
motor enabling the rider
togoupseveralfeetwhen
the stick is pulled back.

Richard Kurzenberger test flies the new cockpit simulator prior to placing it on
Materials for the the exhibit floor.

simulator were found in a variety of places.  visit the Museum. Dr. Charles D. Smith,
Eastern Metal Co. suppliedthe tubingtomount ~ Executive Director, says he would like to

the simulator; Smith Enterprises do

nated add more interactive exhibits to the

material for the base; cutting, welding and Museum in the future.

Check Your Labell

If your mailing label below indicates 1/92 or 2/92,
you are now due for membership renewal.

Look for the enclosed envelope in this issue, and
mail your renewal dues today to continue receiving

the NSM News, NSM Journal, and a

other great benefits of National Soaring Museum

membership.

We really grew in 1991. Don’t miss outon all 1992
has to offer. Send your check in today!

NATIONAL SOARING MUSEUM

RD#3 Harris Hill
Elmira, NY 14903
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