


From the Editor

1980 was a big year for the community in that they cel-
ebrated the 50th anniversary of the 1st National Gliding
Contest held in Elmira, NY in 1930. A 50th Anniversary
Committee was formed which included members from the
Harris Hill Soaring Corporation, the National Soaring Mu-
seum, and leaders, in the community. The committee's goal
was to involve the community in the year long celebration and
in the process inspire a sense of pride in the local area's
continued involvement in the history of soaring over the years.

Acknowledgement with deep appreciation is extended to
the following for their many efforts on behalf of this com-
memorative period.

50th Anniversary Committee

General Chairman. ................... Charles R. Miller
Vica GRAIMMAN.. . . ...« oos nsis a0 eisam William D. English
Honorary Chairman ................ Edward A. Mooers

Executive Committee

Charles R. Miller
William D. English
George Douglas
Lyman Gridley
Donald Loftus

James Manning
Paul Schweizer
Shirley Sliwa
James Short
Edward Wronkoski

Steering Committee
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50th Anniversary Logo by Franklin Hurtt, long time soaring
pilot and artistic advisor to the National Soaring Museum.

Education
Endowment

The National Soaring Museum has created an Education
Endowment program for the receipt of Memorial contribu-
tions. The fund is to perpetuate the knowledge of the beauty,
sport, and science of motorless flight. An education focus was
deemed appropriate as it was determined that people who
inspire memorial contributions have conscientiously shared
their knowledge and love of motorless flight.

The income is being kept in a separate account and the
museum'’s Memorial and Exhibits Committees are developing
a plan for suitable acknowledgement and recognition.

At this time, we acknowledge the accumulative contribu-
tions to this Fund through the end of 1980 in the memory of
the following soaring enthusiasts:

Joseph N. Bearden
James George
Simon Gilad

Joseph H. Giltner, Jr.
Franklin Iszard
Howard E. Latham

Joseph C. Lincoln
Ray Parker

Peter Pilling

Kurt Reupke
Donald C. Ryon
John Williams

ON THE COVER:

An example of community support. On July 1, 1980 the
Elmira Rotary Club, after a three year planning effort to honor
the 75th Anniversary of Rotary International, dedicated The
Sailplane sculpture prominently placed in the Mark Twain
Riverfront Park in downtown Elmira. The sculpture was
designed and executed by Ernest Schweizer, with the help of
many vounteers. The sculpture symbolizes the persistent
spirit of the people of the area in making the community a
better place in which to live and work.

The photo is by Dan Driscoll, Horseheads, NY. Mr. Sch-
weizer wrote an article about the development of the
sculpture; and it appears in the December, 1980 issue of
SOARING magazine.

NSM is a publication of The National Soaring Museum, Harris
Hill, RD3, Elmira, New York 14903. Anyone is invited to
contribute material and pictures with identification about
historical soaring activities, renovation of old sailplanes,
soaring pioneers, unusual uses of sailplanes, etc. Manuscripts
are subject to whatever revisions, additions or deletions are
necessary to make the material conform to the space limi-
tations and standards of NSM. Material that is to be returned
must be accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed enve-
lope. No compensation other than credit will be made.

Publisher — National Soaring Museum
Director/Editor — Shirley Sliwa



50th Anniversary of National Soaring Contests

1930-1980

Charles R. Miller / General Chairman
Edward A. Mooers / Honorary Chairman

Date:
May 23, 1980

May 24

May 24-25
May 25
May 24-26
June 1-7
June 29

July 1-10

July 2

July 11
Aug. 30-Sept. 1

October 4

October 11 & 12

November 8

November 28-30

CALENDAR

Event:
Evening Open House — Exhibit Opening

NSM Board of Trustees' Annual Meeting
Evening — Old Timers’ Reunion

Old Timers' Forum

U.S. Soaring Hall of Fame Banquet
Vintage Sailplane Regatta

National Soaring Week

50th Anniversary Community Banquet

Standard Class National
Soaring Championships

Commemorative Flight
“An Official U.S. Glider Mail Flight"

SSA Directors’ Meeting
SSA’s Sailplane Homebuilding Conference

Commemorative Flight of Wolf Hirth
Elmira to Binghamton

12th Annual Fall Foliage Festival

Ralph S. Barnaby Annual Lecture and
NSM Board of Trustees' Fall Meeting

41st Annual Snowbird Contest

Location:
NSM

NSM)/Conference Room
NSM/Community Room

NSM/Community Room
Corning Hilton

Harris Hill

United States

Elmira College

Harris Hill
(sponsored by HHSC)

Harris Hill

NSM/Community Room
NSM/Youth Camp

Harris Hill

Harris Hill

Boston, MA

NSM/Harris Hill

National Soaring Museum Officers

President
Vice President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Floyd J. Sweet
Paul A. Schweizer
Ted E. Sharp
Bruce M. Hardy
Francis E. Widman




50
YEARS
AGO

On July 2, 1930, Jack O'Meara, a demonstration pilot from
the Baker-McMillen Sailplane Company in Akron, Ohio, took
off of South Mountain, the Walsh sisters’ farm to investigate
the Chemung Valley soaring conditions in his Cadet Il glider.
He remained aloft for 1 hour and 38 minutes wafting back and
forth along the crest of the mountain and thus sealed the
selection of a site to hold the first National Gliding Contest.
After the completion of a successful training camp activity on
Cape Cod in 1929, Captain Ralph S. Barnaby was asked to
set the criteria for a site to hold the contest by the National
Glider Association and a team headed by Wolfgang Klemperer
determined that the Eimira area fit the specifications set forth
and the support of the Elmira Association of Commerce and
the local community cemented the agreement.
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July 2, 1930 launch scene.

............

“National Soaring Mcet .

To commemorate O'Meara’s flight 50 years ago the Elmira
Stamp Club organized a mail-carrying glider flight on July 2,
1980. The flight was piloted by Stan Smith, National
Champion of 1933 and 1957. Floyd Sweet, President of the
National Soaring Museum and a former Elmiran was the
co-pilot holding the mail. Dale Gustin, a long time sailplane
instructor and member of the Harris Hill Soaring Corporation,
was the tow-pilot. Four of the volunteers who helped launch
the Jack O'Meara flight, via bungee cord 50 years ago,
symbolically helped to launch this flight. They are Richard
Griswold, Steve Judson, Bob Miller and Francis Parks.

Left to Right: Floyd J. Sweet in cockpit, Stan Smith, Simine
Short, President of the Elmira Stamp Club and Richard
Dalton, Elmira Post Office Manager of Customer Services.

Special Harris Hill Postal Station.



FIFTY YEARS NATIONAL
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* Harris Hill in Chemung County * Elmira, New York ® The Sonring Capitol of America *

Also in commemoration of this flight the United States Postal Service approved a special pictorial cancellation which was applied
to all mail posted on Harris Hill on July 2, 1980. In addition the Elmira Stamp Club developed a “Fifty Years National Soaring
Contests, 1930-1980" souvenir sheet containing twelve four-color stamps and eight logo stamps. Although not an official U.S.

stamp, they can be used on letters, covers, etc.

During the 1930 Contest there was a landing in the Sus-
quehanna River, ''dog-fights'’ with a curious hawk, formation
flying for the benefit of photographers, and a mid-air exercise
in feeding endurance pilots.

The *‘circuit around pylons washed-out due to the lack of
officials to properly judge the task’’. There were spot-land-
ings, distance and endurance tasks. The coveted Edward S.
Evans Trophy was awarded to Al Hastings with his endurance
flight of 7 hours, 43 minutes and 11 seconds. As-a-matter-
of-fact, Hastings was forced down due to darkness as he did
not have lights installed in his Franklin, as required by the
Department of Commerce for night flying . . . .

The contest was won by the world famous German soaring
pilot, Wolf Hirth. But because contest rules allowed only
American pilots to win the actual title, Albert Hastings of Los
Angeles, CA was named overall champion.

T —
First National Soaring Champion Al Hastings standing next
to pilot Jack O’Meara seated in the Cadet-Il.

During the contest, September 21 to October 5, there was
a total of 118 hours, 6 minutes, and 57 seconds of soaring
flight. With the 24 participants, there was a total of 14 ships,
4 sailplanes and 10 utilities. The list of entries is significant
in the history of soaring.

Warren E. Eaton, Norwich, NY Legion Glider Club
Cadet Il
Wallace T. Backus, New York City
Franklin Utility
Albert E. Hastings, Los Angeles, CA
Franklin Utility
Roy E. Nass, Ypsilanti, Ml
Franklin Glider Team — flying a Franklin Utility
A.P. Franklin, Ypsilanti, Ml
Franklin Glider Team — flying a Franklin Utility
R.E. Franklin, Ypsilanti, Ml
Franklin Glider Team — flying a Franklin Utility
Wallace Franklin, Ypsilanti, Ml
Franklin Glider Team — flying a Franklin Utility
J.K. (Jack) O'Meara, Akron, OH
Team of Baker-McMillan Co., flying an Akron-Condor and
Cadet Il
Dr. W. Klemperer, Akron, OH
Team of Baker-McMillan Co., flying an Akron-Condor and
Cadet Il
A.C. Haller, Pittsburgh, PA
Schloss Mainberg
E.T. (Eddie) Allen, Boeing Airplane Company, Seattle, WA
Wolf R. Hirth, (famous German glider pilot, U.S. address,
Syracuse, NY)
Musterle
W. Hawley Bowlus, San Diego, CA. Official American Glider
Champion, flying 2 Bowlus sailplanes of his own con-
struction.

(Continued on Page 6)



50 YEARS AGO ......
(Continued from Page 5)

C.S. (Casey) Jones, Curtiss-Wright Corp., NYC

Major W.C. Purcell, National Glider Magazine, NYC

Lt. Ralph S. Barnaby, U.S.N., Washington, D.C.

Kenneth Doe, Elizabeth, NY
Cadet Il

Goodrich Glider Club Team:

Cadet Il

Frank S. Sternad, Lt. Ronald G. Mayer, Robert Wayne,
E.B. Sutherland, J.S. Kastyov, L.A. Wiggins, G.B. Ri-
chards, and Frederic A. Pippig.

Capt. Frank Hawks, Texas Co., NYC. First pilot to tow a glider
behind an airplane across the continent; flying ‘The
Eaglet” of Franklin manufacture belonging to Texas
Company and now placed in the Smithsonian.

Officials for the Contest were Mr. Louis F. Ross and Lt.
Ronald G. Mayer. The pilots' final social function was the
banquet of the Association of Commerce Minute Men at the
Federation Building in Elmira. The speakers included Wolf
Hirth, Frank E. Tripp, Alexander D. Falck, Robert T. Walker,
W.S. McGrath, Edward S. Evans, Donald F. Walker, Louis F.
Ross, Lt. R.S. Mayer, Capt. Frank Hawks, R.E. Franklin,
Hawley Bowlus and Sherman P. Voorhees; again, each in-
dividual significant to the history of soaring and of the local

area.

S ek

Martin Schempp standing next to the Schloss-Mainberg.

Sailplane designer R.E. Franklin with his son Charles.

Jack O’Meara assembling the Cadet-Il.

Captain Frank Hawks, Texas Company, NYC.
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Some of the notables at the National Gliding Contest snapped at the South Mountain flight location, Thursday, October 2, 1930.
Left to Right: Lt. A. Mayer, acting referee; Donald Walker, Manager of the Contest; Earl Hughes, Advertising Manager for the
Curtiss-Wright Corporation; C.S. ‘Casey Jones”, former President of Curtiss-Wright Flying Service; Joseph Barston, of Air
Investors, aviation’s largest financing corporation; Major Reed M. Chambers, President of the United States Aviation Un-
derwriters, Inc.; Frank M. Hawks, contestant, R.T. Walker, Assistant to W.B. Mayo, President of the National Glider Association
and chief engineer of the aviation branch of the Ford Motor Company.

The 1930 Contest was such a success that there was no question about holding a contest in 1931, as shown above.
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COMMUNITY

BANQUET

One of the highlights of 1980’s commemorative activities
was the Community Banquet held at Elmira College on June
29, 1980, immediately before the National Standard Class
Soaring Championship sponsored by the Harris Hill Soaring
Corporation. Over 450 people attended the festivities. Among
the guests were participating pilots and crews, museum
Trustees, Directors from The SSA, members of HHSC,
aviation enthusiasts, local community leaders and perhaps
most of all, people who wanted to honor Edward A. Mooers.
It was a two-fold testimonial; 1) for the community, and 2) for
Edward A. Mooers.

You see, Edward A. Mooers has been involved with aviation
since 1917. During World War |, he was commissioned in the
U.S. Army Signal Corps and served as a flight instructor at
Brooks Field in San Antonio, Texas. During World War Il, he
participated in organizing and administering the U.S. Army's
glider program, first at Harris Hill and later at Mobile, Alabama.

Edward A. Mooers, U.S. Army Signal Corps, 1918.

Mr. Mooers has been a leader in making Elmira a national
soaring center since 1930. He helped to organize the first
soaring contest in Elmira, and for many years was Director
and Secretary of the Eimira Area Soaring Corporation, now
known as the Harris Hill Soaring Corporation. He played a
significant role in the development of the National Soaring
Museum and has served as a Museum Trustee since 1972.

Mr. Mooers is past President and current Chairman of the
Board of the Hilliard Corporation. He served as Mayor of
Elmira for three terms, and as president of numerous com-
munity organizations, including the Chemung County
Chamber of Commerce. He holds an honorary Doctorate from
Keuka College and is a recipient of the coveted Excalibur
Award of the Elmira Star-Gazette.

William D. English, Jr., former Director of the National
Soaring Museum, gave the testimonial to Mr. Mooers and was
honored to do so, as they became good friends working
together through a crucial growth period for the museum.

Arthur Godfrey was the guest speaker for the evening and
held everyone entranced in his inimitable fashion. Mr. Godfrey
was presented a Steuben Eagle, donated by the Corning Glass
Works; and, they also made available a Corning jet for Mr.
Godfrey's transportation. Ernest Schweizer fashioned a base
of exotic wood and pewter for the pure crystal sculpture.

Legislative Resolutions from the NY State Senate, NY State
Assembly, and the Chemung County Legislature were pre-
sented. At the end of the evening it was announced that the
community room in the National Soaring Museum, for which
Chemung County had contributed capital funds, was being
named the Mooers Community Room in honor of Mr. Edward
A. Mooers, and that, a brass plaque was to be installed,
compliments of the 50th Anniversary Committee.

UNITY ROOM

BOTH ANMIVERBARY COMBITTER




igned by James Houston.

Steuben Eagle des

Photo: Steven Needham

Scene at Community Celebration.



STATE OF NEW YORK

The Legislature

ALBANY

LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION
Senate No. 326
Assembly No. 339

IN SENATE

By Senator Smith:
IN ASSEMBLY

By Mr. Winner

Legislative resolution congratulating the Soaring Society of
America, the National Soaring Museum, the Board of Directors
of the Harris Hill Soaring Corporation, the Fiftieth Anniversary
of Soaring Meets Committee and the County Legislature of
Chemung county for their efforts, activities, funding and invest-
ment in constantly stimulating and fostering the development of
Soaring, both as a sport and as a vital and expanding local in-
dustry.

Whereas, Harris Hill, in the town of Big Flats and county of Chemung, is the site of the only National Soaring Museum and
for fifty years has been the site of Soaring Meets; and

Whereas, Internationally as well as nationally sanctioned Soaring Competitions have been held in the area; and

Whereas, The Soaring Society of America has, since its formation in nineteen hundred thirty-two, promoted, coordinated
and organized this glorious sport and its participants, thus enabling its fifteen thousand members to effectively develop and im-
prove the sport, foster safety, train pilots, conduct contests and increase soaring proficiency in an orderly manner; and

Whereas, The residents of the area. have long been enamoured of this graceful and beautiful sport, which is enjoyed by all in
this gorgeous natural setting; and

Whereas, The aforesaid National Soaring Museum is now housed in a new building on Harris Hill as a result of the foresight
of the Chemung County Legislature in moving ahead with the project; and

Whereas, The prominence of the sport of Soaring in the area has resulted in the location of such soaring and aircraft industry
around Harris Hill and its environs; and

Whereas, The National Soaring Museum is thus not only a boon and a spur to local industry, but attractive to tourists and a
focal point for the community in a recreational as well as an economic sense; and

Whereas, For all these reasons, the Harris Hill area is still called the ““Soaring Capital of America”; and

Whereas, This year Soaring events will be held from May through November to celebrate the Fiftieth Anniversary of Soaring;
now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That this Legislative Body pauses in its deliberations to note and congratulate all those involved, residents,
organizations and industries, in the larger community around Harris Hill in the town of Big Flats and county of Chemung on the
upcoming Fiftieth Anniversary of Soaring, especially the Soaring Society of America, the National Soaring Museum, the Board of
Directors of the Harris Hill Soaring Corporation, the Fiftieth Anniversary of Soaring Meets Committee and the County Legis-
lature of Chemung county, on their efforts, activities, funding and investment of both time and money in bringing to fruition this
wonderful community and national pastime, recreation and event, and be it further

Resolved, that copies of this resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmitted to the Soaring Society of America, the National
Soaring Museum, the Board of Directors of the Harris Hill Soaring Corporation, the Fiftieth Anniversary of Soaring Meets Com-
mittee and to the Clerk of the Chemung County Legislature.

By order of the Senate,

Roger C. Thompson, Secretary

ADOPTED IN SENATE ON T . o,
March 26, 1980 By order of the Assemb
Catherine A. Carey, Clerk

ADOPTED IN ASSEMBLY ON
March 20, 1980
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— the veterans
Champions loved the
good ’ol days

Editor's Note: This article was written by Elmira Star-Gazette
Reporter Peg Gallagher and appeared in a special tabloid
prepared by the newspaper in honor of the anniversary. Peg
is a member of the Harris Hill Soaring Corporation and holds

a Commercial Glider rating.

The total freedom that allowed sailplane pilots to make their
own decisions is what mainly separated early soaring contests
from today's events, the oldtime pilots say.

Former championship pilots and recordbreakers of the
1930s and 1940s who still visit Harris Hill recognize the
advances that have raised soaring to almost a science.

There are few who would rather fly one of the old Franklin
primary gliders than one of the sleek new glass ships.

But, oh, for that free-wheeling, razzle-dazzle approach that
allowed a contest pilot to scan the skies, check his ship, decide
how he felt — then take off in any direction he chose to fly
as long and as far as he wished.

There was more camaraderie in the less sophisticated era
when it was so necessary for all of those involved in soaring
to help one another.

And there was the camping out . . . and the dinners at Ma
Rhodes farmhouse down the road ... and the all-night re-
trieves with the pilot sleeping in the back seat of the car . . .

Older pilots who were at the Hill recently to attend the
commemorative Soaring Society of America banquet recalled
some of the early flying meets.

Chet Decker of Franklin Lakes, N.J., 1936 and 1939
champion, feels that his success as a pilot stems from the fact
that the old contests suited his soaring style so well.

Decker, who in early Star-Gazette stories is described as
“intrepid . . . happy-go-lucky . . . cheerful . . .,"" won his titles
in two of the great early ships, the Albatross and the Minimoa.

The pilots, rather than the contest committees, would
decide what tasks they would fly for the day, he said.

“The contests then were totally free of bureaucracy. They
didn't tell us where to fly, how far, how fast, how high or how
long.

A pilot could get up there and totally use his own instincts.
There wasn't the rigidity to it — and that suited metoa T,"”
Decker said.

Decker, who still flies occasionally, but no longer competes,
said he wouldn't have the enthusiasm for competition today.

Decker entered his first national contest in Elmira in 1932
when he was 17. But he barely arrived in time to fly.

Then in 1935, he returned with a Franklin glider to compete
in the utility class. Richard duPont, the millionaire international
champion, was competing in the sailplane class and Decker
was ‘‘giving him a good run for his money."

That fall, Ted Bellack, duPont’s sailplane manager, called
to tell him that duPont wanted to sell his Albatross “‘and he
wants someone to have it who can do it justice.”

Decker, a $22-a-week service station worker, told him he
had only $150 and could borrow $100. “‘Owe us $1,000 and
it's yours,” Bellack told him.

""Here | am 20 years old and | couldn’t resist the deal,"" said
Decker, who now heads'two auto dealerships, a tank truck
manufacturing company and a real estate firm.

He had no idea of how he would repay the $1,000. But he
taught himself how to fly the Albatross that fall, put it into
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competition in 1936 — and won $1,600.

""'So | won — purely through the kindness of Richard
duPont,” Decker said.

Decker remembers duPont as a man “‘with such wealth, but
with such humility.”

Decker still enjoys attending contests but he would like to
see "'‘a slight reversal, with more pilot input.”

vy

Chet Decker at 1936 National Contest.

Two-time champion Stan Smith, 70, of Newark, Del., who
is still competing and plans to participate in the upcoming
national contest, agrees with Decker.

The element of control in today's contests eliminates a lot
of the luck factor, Smith feels.

“Today, you're told where to go — and the object is speed,
not distance,” said Smith.

Smith, who once supervised the Elmira Aviation Ground
School, started flying in 1930 and has no plans to quit. But
he found it more exciting in the old days.

“Now it's gotten to be a matter of tension and intense effort.
There are more people trying to do the same thing and in my
case, they're always using better equipment than | can af-
ford,"" he said.

Besides losing the opportunity to use your own judgement,
Smith also regrets losing the opportunity to display flying skill
in poor weather.

"“Nowadays, if the weather is bad enough, they either call
it off for the day, even though you can soar, or if the average
performance is low on that day, they devalue the day. So if
someone does an outstanding job in poor weather, the value
of his doing it is reduced," he said.

(Continued on Page 12)




VETERANS . .....
(Continued from Page 11)

Now, most contest tasks bring the pilot right back to the
takeoff point so there are fewer off-field landings. But Smith
would just as soon forget one of his off-field landings in East
Troy, Pa. in the late 1930s.

Smith had put his Phoebus C down in a hay field. Most pilots
tell about friendly farmers who often wind up inviting them to
dinner when they land. But this farmer was far from cordial.

The headline in The Star-Gazette the next day read: *'Pilot
Lands in Hay Field and Gets Haymaker."

Smith caused no damage to the field — having had his crew
carefully carry the ship out — but the farmer demanded
money. As Smith got out of the car to look the field over, the
farmer swung giving him a bloody nose.

"l guess he figured anyone who flew one of those things
had to have money and he wanted some,” Smith said.

Stan Smith 1980 competitor. Photo: Steven Needham

Floyd Sweet of McLean, Va., a native Eimiran who preceded
Smith as supervisor of the Elmira Aviation Ground School, is
another early sailplane pilot who still flies.

Sweet, 66, a retired Air Force colonel and NASA advisor,
feels that the refinement of equipment is the major difference
between soaring today and the early days.

"“The aircraft are much safer, they fly better, go farther and
the performance is generally way up from what it was,'' Sweet
said.

And, Sweet added, the meteorology has improved tre-
mendously.

“We know so much more about the element in which we're
flying,”" he said.

But with the shockcord launchings, poor roads and com-
munications, there also was greater camaraderie, he said.

"“We all had to help each other so much. It's becoming more
routine now. We don't have to depend on people to man the
shockcords. We can get up here with a trailer without having
the assistance of two cars,” he said.

“In the old days, maybe we'd get in two or three flights and
go relax some place with some beer and do the hangar flying
and we had a lot of fun."
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However, he said, the safety element has improved tre-
mendously.

Floyd J. Sweet, Museum President.

Alcide Santilli of Albugquerque, N.M., who competed in the
1932 meet in Elmira and still flies, remembers the early
contests as being a matter of “‘getting together to explore the
countryside, rather than to show individual polish."

Now the meets are essentially races, which was almost
inconceivable 50 years ago, he said.

He remembers one of the heads of the British Gliding
Association being quoted as saying, "It is very likely that
contests will become racing events in soaring because merely
staying up is such a chore.”

The horizons have continued to stretch through the years
but there are still many areas to explore, Santilli feels.

An engineer who is still working on meteorological research
in flying, he thinks soaring is just as exciting as ever.

While many pilots are involved in wave soaring — finding
the waves of air that form high over the curves of the earth
— Santilli is interested in a newer discovery involving rising
currents of air closer to the ground.

""We're finding if you do certain magic things by meandering
through these currents, and being lucky, and being in the right
place at the right time, you can go an extra 20 or 30 miles,"
he said.

Alcide Santilli



The Wolf Hirth Memorial Flight

Elmira to Binghamton, New York

To commemorate Wolf Hirth's record setting flight during
the first National Gliding Contestin 1930, the 50th Anniversary
Committee organized a Memorial Flight Regatta for the first
week in October, 1980. On October 4th, a party was held in
Endicott, NY to reminisce and share anecdotes about Wolf
Hirth. There were approximatly 45-50 people in attendance;
members of the Harris Hill Soaring Corporation, the Tri Cities
Soaring Club and a special guest Mr. Gernot Muller from the
Wolf Hirth Soaring Club in West Germany, who just happened
to be visiting the area and spontaneously remained an extra
day to participate in the festivitities. He stated that, “‘he
couldn’t wait to return home and inform his fellow Club
members about how they celebrate Wolf Hirth in the United
States™.

Wolf Hirth, 1930, with his Musterle.

Six pilots completed the Memorial Flight and were awarded
certificates. Brian Beals, Rolf Beyer - Libelle, John Gill -
ASW-20, Juergen Loenholdt - Libelle, Roy McMaster -
ASW-20, and James Short - 1-35.

Paul Schweizer told of how Wolf Hirth was the only pilot at
the first National Glider Meet to have a variometer and he
carried it to his cockpit in a brown paper bag. “Everyone
thought that Wolf was carrying his lunch’'. He also told of Wolf
Hirth's trip to the U.S. in 1958 to pick up a Cessna without
aradio and traveled cross-country, barn storming, and making
friends along the way. However, he called Paul by telephone
at his last stop to ask him to inform the tower at the Chemung
County Airport that he was arriving. Tower officials were
gracious to this gentleman, as his reputation, no doubt,
preceded him. Wolf spent several days in the area and one
evening on Harris Hill in the old Administration Building on
whose foundation the National Soaring Museum now rests.
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Menorial Flight

Elmira-
Apalachin

During this evening, with members of HHSC, Paul said, ‘‘that
everyone just sat in a circle and listened to Wolf reminisce
about his experiences’'. (Too bad we don’t have a tape of this
evening!)

Wolf Hirth, 1959.

Photo: Carl Bauer

Paul Schweizer also noted that Wolf Hirth was a free spirit
and frequently looped immediately after a winch launch. (The
film library has footage of Hirth doing a loop in a Dagling
Primary). After one such loop, the glider dove into the ground
and shattered his legs again, which caused the amputation of
one leg that had originally been severely damaged in a
motorcycle accident.

For the National Soaring Museum's part of the program, in
addition to providing an exhibit of photos, clippings and
memorabilia, | reported how on the day of Wolf Hirth's record
setting flight, he was late returning to the dinner that was being
held that evening. Hirth was such a spirited and likeable
person that when he arrived at the dinner, everyone arose and
sang, ""Ach du Lieber Augustin’'. Two days earlier Hirth had
made a flight over Eimira in his glider showering down red
roses, as his way of paying tribute to the community for their
hospitality and interest in hosting the first National Gliding
Meet. He had stated that, “with his broken English, it could
best be said, with flowers"'.

In the museum's collection of Warren E. Eaton’s papers,
communications show that Wolf Hirth was a close friend of
The Soaring Society of America's first President and family;
particularly the children. In a letter to Hirth from Mrs. Eaton,
at the time of Eaton’s death, she noted that ‘‘it was Warren,
Junior who had reminded her several times, that, she should
make contact with Wolf"'. And in a letter to Mrs. Eaton, Wolf
Hirth thanked her for the memorial gift of Warren’s alarm wrist
watch.

The evening's festivities closed with the viewing of the film,
“The 1930 National Glider Meet"'. Most attendees went home
acknowledging that they had seen a demonstration of a 50
year legacy for modern sailplane pilots.

Shirley Sliwa



Flying High
A Short Description of a Soaring Flight

By Wolf Hirth
(Written in New York in the Autumn of 1930)

Editors Note: Reprinted from the book “The Art of Soaring Flight"
by Wolf Hirth with the permission of Mrs. Hirth
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“The first thermal soaring flight under a clear sky.” ““Landung: landing, Gleitflug: glide, Hangsegela;

soaring flight.”

Editor’s Note: Mr. Wolf prefaced this story by stating
that this was "‘the first flight that | ever made in pure
thermals, which also happened to be the first time
that the "'tight-circle” technique had ever been used
for gaining height: a method which enabled thermal
soaring to be rapidly developed and is now well-
known and widely practised’'.

Inrthe United States of America, much has been done in the
past few years to make the public air-minded. Lindbergh’s
trans-atlantic flight caused a great wave of enthusiasm, which,
however, three years later, suffered a severe set-back. That
is why, once again, all possible methods are being used to
popularise flying.

The latest idea is the revival of soaring, with which it is quite
rightly hoped to bring flying nearer to the people.

The secret of a successful cross-country flight lies both in
finding and making the best possible use of every upcurrent
lying in the path of flight; and in either avoiding downcurrents
altogether or in flying through them as quickly as possible.

But how is this done? In the course of time, the sailplane
pilot has discovered for himself several kinds of rising air-
currents, the best-known being the slope-wind, which orig-
inates when the wind meets a long line of hills and is forced
up over them. Another kind, the cloud-upcurrent, is formed by
the uneven heating of the earth’s surface by the sun, to which
phenomenon all winds owe their derivation. Last of all, we
come to the thunderstorm-upcurrents, which offer by far the
widest scope for cross-country records.

In the U.S.A. many cross-country flights had certainly been
attempted, but it was only during the Soaring Competitions
in Elmira, N.Y. in October 1830 that any great success was
achieved. A. Haller from Pittsburgh, Pa., who had learnt to
soar in Germany, made first a flight of 15 miles and then one
of 20 miles.

: slope soaring, Segelfiug:

On the last day of the Competitions, | myself succeded in
making the following flight, which, far from being a haphazard
cross-country flight, was a planned long-distance goal-flight
to Norwich, N.Y. The Soaring Society of Norwich had offered
a prize for which | was anxious to compete. Long before the
Competitions had begun, | had thought out two possible ways
of making this flight, both of which necessitated clouds for
locating thermal upcurrents.

Six machines were already in the air when | was launched
off the South slope of the soaring site near Elmira in my
sailplane. In a few minutes | had risen above the school-
machines, and after 20 minutes had caught up with Haller, who
was flying at a height of about 1,000 ft. For a time my
“Musterle’’ flew together with Haller's "'Schloss Mainberg'' in
long drawn-out figures of eight far above the other sailplanes;
then in the middle of a turn | suddenly noticed that my
companion was going up like a lift at the other end of the slope.
| at once steered my plane in that direction and to my joy found
a vast area of thermal upcurrents, in which, after 10 minutes
of uninterrupted tight circling, | climbed to 3,000 ft. above
starting level. This was the greatest height that had ever been
reached in America, either during the Competitions or at any
other time. However, on this beautiful sunny day there was
not a cloud in the sky, and for a moment the absence of this
upcurrent indicator made me wonder whether there was any
point in setting off along the prescribed course with a
cross-wind. Then the temptation to make the flight became
too great, and | soon found myself flying down the broad
Chemung Valley. During the next 15 minutes | lost a great deal
of my precious height, when suddenly, not far from Waverly,
| caught sight of two soaring birds wheeling and gaining height
rapidly. What were they doing at such a height? These va-
grants usually only fly in search of prey, but sometimes they
undoubtedly consider it great fun to soar higher and higher
for sheer pleasure. This time | could share in their joy, for they



showed me where | could find further lift. A small detour
brought me above them and for a short while | too rose
steadily. The birds did not pay the slightest attention to me;
possibly they did not even see me, as they much prefer to look
down rather than to strain their necks by looking up.

Far below lay Waverly. From now on the way lay up the
Susquehanna Valley. Haller had flown Southwards down the
valley with the wind behind him in order to make as long a flight
as possible and was already out of sight. Once again | was
losing height foot by foot. Were there no more upcurrents to
be found? The ground was approaching rapidly and the only
slope which appeared to hold out any hope of an upwind lay
far ahead of me. Fortunately, down below there were not, as
is often the case in this part of the country many miles of
woodland, but several suitable-looking landing-grounds; and
| had already chosen a lovely long field ahead of me in which
to land when, in surroundings which, according to the rules
of slope-winds, should have produced downcurrents, |
suddenly felt myself being lifted up. Once more | gained height,
though not for very long. Then | lost it again, only soon
afterwards to find another and still stronger upcurrent. My
altimeter showed me that | was climbing steadily and in a short
while | was once more 3,000 ft. above starting level.

| can well remember, as though it only happened five
minutes ago, how at this height | tried to take a deep breath
because | felt so elated. | say "'tried"’, because | was so tightly
wedged in the cockpit of my machine that there was only room
to take very small breaths at a time! However, to make up for
that, | felt myself completely identified with my sailplane, and
at that moment would not have exchanged it for the fastest
and most expensive power-plane in the world. | was only
saddened by the thought that its designer, who had himself
been a keen sailplane pilot, had never had the chance of
experiencing the joy of flying his own creation: for some time
has already passed since Paul Laubenthal was taken from us
for ever. While these memories were crowding in on me, |
suddenly noticed, quite by chance, a chain of mountains to
the South. The visibility was marvelous — at least 50 miles
— and it struck me that there, in the direction in which the
wind was blowing, was a perfect soaring-slope. It could easily
have been 30 or 40 miles away, but its appearance promised
hours of easy slope-soaring. Unfortunately, | had not been

able to get hold of a very good map of the country beyond
the immediate vicinity of the Camp and only learned after-
wards that these mountains were the Northern Range of the
Alleghanies. | could not help feeling tempted to break my flight
to Norwich on the chance of being able to reach them.
However, | continued my flight in the same direction as before,
until, after losing height all the way, | eventually found a good
slope near Owego. There | soared for about 20 minutes and
amused myself by watching people moving about on the
golf-course down below. They remained quite oblivious of the
huge man-bird above them and | had no wish to call to them,
for the utter silence of a sailplane flight is one of its great
beauties. So | soared to and fro, watching them quietly, until
a thermal once more drew me up a thousand feet or so. While
hill-soaring, | had come to the conclusion that it was too late
in the day and too much a case of flying against the wind to
continue in the direction of Norwich. This led me into making
a mistake. For a short while | tried to fly South towards the
wonderful looking mountains, but soon noticed that | had not
time to do this either. Evening set in, and as it did so the
thermals gradually weakened. Once more | headed East-
wards, but again too late! Had | continued my flight from
Owego along the valley slopes, | would probably have reached
Binghamton or anyway Endicott Aerodome. As it was, | had
to make a forced-landing just short of the valley slopes near
Apalachin, and conveniently came to a standstill 50 yds. from
a farm-house. At this tiny village | was able to telephone the
organizers of the Competitions. My first motorless flight over
country formerly inhabited by Red Indians was at an end. A
quick glance at the barograph! O.K.! It had functioned per-
fectly.

Even though | had failed to make the difficult flight to
Norwich, it had been a wonderful experience, and incidentally
| had set up a new American height and distance record. At
that time, it was generally believed that clouds were essential
for distance flying; but my flight had clearly disproved this
theory, while being, as far as | am aware, the first thermal flight
carried out under an absolutely cloudless blue sky.

(Ed: Lewin Barringer was quoted as saying that *'this flight,
— started a systematic study of thermal currents and the
development of thermal soaring technique’'.)
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Wolf Hirth on left with Parker Leonard at the 1939 National Contest.






















































