Official Newsletter of the National Soaring Museum

The National Soaring Museum preserves and presents the heritage of motorless
flight, and promotes through education, a greater knowledge of soaring,
aeronautics, and related physical sciences for everyone.
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THE 2012 SOARING HISTORY SYMPOSIUM
AND

U.S. SOARING HALL OF FAME INDUCTION

This May the NSM hosted the annual Soaring History Symposium,
complete with the traditional Community Soaring Luncheon on Friday
afternoon and U.S. Soaring Hall of Fame Induction Banquet on Saturday
night.

Above, Peter Smith addresses those gathered from the local
community, including NSM volunteers, representatives from businesses, and
lawmakers. The Community Soaring Luncheon is the staff’s way of saying

Story Continued on page 2

“FFantastic Collection!®

- Alllen from Brisbane, Australia




“Thank You” to all of the individuals and Aeromotive: Octave Chanute and the

groups that do so much to keep the NSM Transportation Revolution.

alive and going strong. We were very pleased The Symposium concluded Saturday afternoon with a
that, though unable to personally attend, touching tribute to 2012 U.S. Soaring Hall of Fame inductee
Governor Andrew Cuomo kindly sent a let- Robert Gaines, who passed away in April of 2011.

ter welcoming everyone to the museum and Saturday evening saw the 2012 U.S. Soaring Hall of Fame
expressing his own Induction Banquet. Honored this year were John Good and the
appreciation. late Robert Gaines. John Good was inducted first, receiving his
After lunch, the Soaring History plaque in front of many family members and good friends. Robert
Symposium kicked offt with lectures from Gaines’s family was in attendance for his induction, and his son

Frauke Elber, Jeff Byard, and Simine Short.  Paul accepted the award and spoke on behalf of his father. The
Saturday’s festivities included a tour of the  festivities concluded with a talk from guest speaker Bill Schweizer.
NSM facilities and archives, and lectures A wonderful time was had by all at this year’s Soaring
from Dave Raspet, John Good, Andy Brayer
and Karl Striedieck.

The topics covered during the
lectures ranged from the early days of flight
in Germany, how soaring and soaring
contests are modernizing, and highlights
from the impressive sailplane collection of
Dale Busque, who attended with his sons.
Dale is the owner of the famous Zanonia,
which will be featured at this year’s
International Vintage Sailplane Meet
before being displayed at the NSM for the
next year. He was presented with a
sculpture of the glider in gratitude for his
contributions to soaring and to the
museum.

Simine Short SpOke about John Good giving his Hall of Fame acceptance remarks at the 2012 Induction Banquet. Standing at
soaring pioneer Octave Chanute, the topic his right are NSM president Dr. Walter B. Cannon and SSA vice-chair C. Dianne Black-Nixon, who

of hermew book T ocomotive ko presented the award to him. Photo by Wolf Elber.

History Symposium and Hall of Fame
Induction. The event acted as a
. reunion of friends as well as a warm-up
for the events of the summer, including
the 2012 International Vintage Sailplane
Meet, to be held at Harris Hill June 30
through July 7. Many of the soaring
Y enthusiasts present at the Symposium
, were already busy talking and making
plans for their summer fun.

The staff at the NSM would like
S to extend our congratulations to this
s {'&(:1':'.‘{;l|f‘:':|"-"‘f e . > \ year’s U.S. Soaring Hall of Fame
: inductees, as well as a thank you to all
those who participated in and helped
make this event so memorable.
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Alice Gaines, wife of the late Robert Gaines, holding his Hall of Fame plaque, with Robert’s son Paul and

daughter Jeanette at her side. Photo by Wolf Elber.
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NSM Going Digital Thanks to Strong Local Support

The NSM’s “Test” Digital Picture Frame. The NSM
is working to update the current static displays with
more modern displays which offer greater function-
ality and are more visually appealing.

Thanks to the generosity of Elmira
Savings Bank, we have embarked
on a large project to upgrade the
display signs throughout the
Museum. We are replacing the
current fixed, plastic, translucent
signs with “digital picture frames.”
We will program and install
between 20 and 30, depending
upon how efficiently we can make
them work to provide the most
attractive and informative displays
possible. We hope to have them
installed by the first of the year.

. Generally the “Aluratek”

| screens will be 15” in span, corner
| to corner; in other words, they will
| resemble 15-inch flat panel

y televisions. They will be mounted
on five feet tall black Lucite stands
from Overture Displays. Museum
staff will assemble each
combination of stand and screen
and then program it with text and
pictures to tell the story of the
glider or other artifact to which it
relates. Potentially the screens will

play movies and sound recordings,
too, and it is our intent that each
display include a “QR” code that
visitors can use to access more
information through their
“smartphones.” Besides the great
benefits this improvement offers in
terms of attraction to modern
audiences, two very important
benefits are flexibility and
programmability. When displays
change, the associated display signs
can easily be changed or relocated,
and whenever new information is
made available or old information is
corrected, the changes can be made
easily, quickly and at essentially no
cost.

Director Peter Smith
conceived the idea during 2011.
Elmira Savings Bank, a growing
institution with a long and positive
relationship to soaring, kindly gave
the Museum a generous donation to
implement the project.

The NSM has a mystery on its hands! The
mural pictured above has been hanging in the
Museums Edward A. Moores Community Room
since the museum opened in 1979. But where did it
come from? It is signed “Welty.Dizinno’, but Internet
searches return no information about the artists. Lore
has it that the mural originally lived in the old Mark
Twain Hotel in Elmira, and that it was moved from

there after the 1972 flood. Where did it go in the
interim? Who painted it? These are the questions
museum staff, led by Development Director Ron
Ogden have been working to answer. The mural needs
some cleaning and preservation work, but is currently
viewable in the community room. If you have any
information on this piece, please e-mail Ron at
rogden@soaringmuseum.org
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The NSM attends the

Mutual Concerns of Air and Space
Museums Conference by Ron Ogdeq

(NIRRT,

Warren Eaton’s Bowlus “Falcon™ Albatross on dnplav at the Smithsonian’s Udvar-Hazy Center, framed by tha. propellers from the Enola Gay.
Photo by Ron Ogden

Thanks in part to a donation from
Museumwise of New York State, Peter Smith and I
attended a four-day conference in Reston, Virginia in
May. Among more than 300 of our colleagues from
air museums from as far away as Hawaii, we heard the
news about preservation, restoration, presentation,
education, web-based education, staff development
and all important fund raising.

Among the highlights: officials from a
Swedish air museum talked about raising the remains
of a C-47 spy plane from the depths of the Baltic,
where it had lain for half a century after a Soviet
fighter shot it down. They showed how they presented
the wreck in a murky setting evoking the cold depths
of the sea inside their museum. Officials of
military-oriented museums discussed delving
through war records to write a correct and convincing
history of the flying life of an exhibit- and how that
work sometimes provokes a major rewrite of such
history. Others talked about finding new blood to
pick up the burden of running a museum, how to
use web pages to best advantage and how to preserve
unusual artifacts like left over space food.

The Smithsonian Institution’s Udvar-Hazy
Center hosted the final day of the event - a
particularly insightful day for the only two

attendees from a museum of aircraft that consume no
fuel. It was instructive to see how the Institution has
constructed this “viewable storage” center and, frankly,
how limited a role it assigned to gliding and soaring.
Yes, there are gliders there: the Bowlus “Falcon”
Albatross that Warren Eaton owned, a Franklin TG-1,
a Grunau Baby sitting by itself in a corner; a Schweizer
2-22 and a Grob 102. But they were hard to find.

Due to many factors, some of which are beyond
our control, the museum business is changing, and it is
vital that we who work as professionals in pursuit of our
institution’s mission and values be prepared to learn and
to change. That made this conference well worth our :

The Space Shuttle Discovery, on Display at the Smithsonian’s Udvar-Hazy Center.
Little known fact: the Shuttle was the worlds largest glider (on re-entry). Photo by

Ron Ogden.
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! with youth. He became a
| junior member of
" Harris Hill Soaring

_ his commercial and
. certified instructor
& ratings. Todd has

= soaring, as well as working

Corporation in 1998, and
has since gone on to earn

_ Bridget has been a
junior member of HHSC
since 2009. She has made
involvement in her
community a priority,
Ry gaining experience
# orking with youth
- through the
Horseheads Youth

e = organized and lead several Bureau, Rotary Club, and
Since February 2012, Todd ¢, - ossful summer X A as a member of numerous
KﬂaPPl has been a ,key operations seasons at The staff at the other clubs and
figure in the NSM's HHSC, and now lends his NSM would also like organizations. She brings

education department, as a
counselor during “Sleeping
with Sailplanes” overnight
soaring encampments.
Todd has an
extensive background in

Eileen Collins Aerospace
Camp. Thanks for all the
help!

experience to the NSM. He to extend a welcome to
will also be taking part in
the summer program, the

an impressive resume of
camp counseling
expertise, and the NSM
looks forward to her
becoming a part of the
educational team.

Bridget Murphy, who will
be joining Todd Knapp
and camp director Caitlin
Stevens as staff for this
year's ECAC.
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CaLLING aLL HHSC anbd
ASM MEemMBeRsS:

The National Soaring Museum is always
looking for volunteers to assist with various
projects, especially with our education pro-
grams. Participating in our “Sleeping with
Sailplanes” program is a great way to get
involved in the community and to foster an
interest in soaring among a large audience of
young people. Volunteer opportunities con-
sist of:

NSM/ HHSC Tours

Ice Cream/Breakfast Prepara-
tion & Service

‘Aerogami’ paper glider activ-
ity

Wright Brothers wing rib con-
struction

Flight Simulator

We need your help and expertise!
Call the NSM for more details
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Jack and Dody Wyman, with the newly
restored Franklin PS-2, which once belonged to
Warren Eaton. Jack and Dody, along with Joe Feather

have worked meticulously to restore this beautiful
glider that once hung in the NSM’s Johnson Gallery.
They brought it back to the NSM for the Symposium
weekend, and it will be assembled for IVSM in July.
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D *** Acknowledgements for donations above
and beyond basic membership levels***

Logan Pomella Jeft Streeter and Barb Yunis Clayton Vickland
Moses Acee Norbert Wethington William Strand
William G. Howard John Hintz Scott Calvert
Peter Rebecca Ivans Robert Jackson
p jii‘}f'f?floth Albert Jones George Moffat Jr.
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& E%d£r1c : Dean Gradwell John Newell Jr.
Elmljéas@:@i]]gs Bank Richard Butler Han and Nelson van den Blink
Eileen Coli;ns David Seymour Preston Burch
Charles Dobkins John Hardy Anderson Foundation
Archer Martin Andrea Cellura

The National Soaring Museum THANKS YOU for your Loyalty and Support!

"FOLLOW" OR
BECOME A "FAN" OF THE
NSM!

Find us on

Facebook

Catch up with the National Soaring Museum on Face-
book or Twitter! We'll keep you up on all the latest
news and events that are happening right here at the
Museum. You'll love all the great photos, posts, and
comments from soaring enthusiasts around the world!
Don't have a Twitter or Facebook account yet? What
are you waiting for? Stay connected and join the con-
versation! Sign up is quick, easy, and best of all, FREE!

Y .. .

www.twitter.com/SoaringMuseum
www.facebook.com

PuE Yorl Money ! &
WhereYouwriteat s«

Preserve and Protect Soaring History
Join the National Soaring Museum TODAY!

Only $50 for a Family Membership!
Contact us at nsm@soaringmuseum.org or
(607) 734-3128
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AL SOARING MIUSEUM PERMIT NO. 10

51 Soaring Hill Drive
Elmira, NY 14903-9204
“The Soaring Capital of America”

NATIONAL SOARING MUSEUM DONATION FORM

Name

Address City State Zip

Phone ( ) Email

Please Indicate Donor Level Check this box if you would like to start receiving
____ Basic Museum Sponsor ($25-$99) NSM News in our e-newsletter format in the future
_ Premium Donor :___ Bronze ($100-$249) _ Silver ($250-$499) Gold ($500-$999)

Diamond ($1,000-$2,499) Major Contributor ($2,500 and up)

*All contributions over and above basic level memberships are tax deductible and will be acknowledged*

Please Indicate Payment Method
____ My check or money order is enclosed and made payable to National Soaring Museum
____Please bill my Credit Card: Visa MC AMEX Discover
Credit Card Number Exp. Date
Three digit code (on back) Name as it appears on card
Cardholder’s Signature Ol 70

Thank You For Your Support! [E] s



