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“The National Soaring Museum preserves and presents the heritage of motorless flight, and promotes through education,
a greater knowledge of soaring, aeronautics, and related physical sciences for everyone.”
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New NSM Rack Card Promotes Harris Hill - Reminiscences of a Glider Pilot

Special Exhibit Celebrates SSA’s 75th Anniversary by Peter Smith

When the Soaring Society of America was founded 75 years ago, its initial sole purpose was to put on the
1932 National Soaring Contest at Elmira, NY. That contest is the main focus of a special exhibit, part of which
was displayed at the SSA convention in Memphis. The exhibit is now in the main gallery at the National Soaring
Museum, where it will remain throughout 2007.

NSM has three gliders that were flown in the 1932 contest, two of which are currently on display: the
Gross Sky Ghost, which was the first American-built two-place sailplane, and a Franklin PS-2 which was owned
by Warren Eaton, the first president of SSA. Another PS-2, beautifully restored by Jack and Dody Wyman, Joe
Feather and Chuck Franklin (son of R.E. Franklin, designer of the PS-2), was recently donated to NSM. It was on
display at the Memphis convention, and will soon replace Warren Eaton’s glider in the NSM exhibit. My father,
Stan Smith, won the 1932 junior championship in it. He also flew it in the 1933 contest, and won his first national
championship.

The exhibit includes photographs and newspaper articles from the 1932 contest, a copy of Gliding and
Soaring Bulletin No. I (precursor to Soaring Magazine) announcing the founding of SSA, and a number of artifacts
such as:

- Trophies awarded to Warren Eaton, Martin Schempp and Stan Smith at the 1932 Nationals

- Stan Smith’s helmet, goggles and logbook showing his 1932 contest flights

- Menu suggestions for SSA’s 25th anniversary dinner at Elmira’s Mark Twain Hotel in 1957
(Manhattans & Martinis, $27.50 per gallon!)

- A “Celebrate Soaring” poster from SSA’s 1982 Golden Anniversary

We’ve had a lot of fun assembling this special exhibit, and we hope you’ll include a visit to the National
Soaring Museum this year as part of your own celebration of SSA’s Diamond Jubilee.



What’s Happening at the NSM

National Soaring Foundation
Transfers Funds to NSM

The National Soaring Foundation ceased op-
erations on December 31, 2006, but that didn’t end its
commitment to the American soaring community. Its
final disbursement of $102,670 to the National Soaring
Museum resulted in the establishment of a restricted
trust. Half of the annual distributions from the trust
will help support the NSM, and the other half will go
to the Soaring Safety Foundation to help fund its Flight
Instructor Revalidation Clinics.

NSF vice president Bernard Gross stated, “The
NSF wishes to acknowledge the efforts of its over 35
directors and 3,000 volunteers, who by their unselfish
volunteer efforts, have created the necessary capital
resources to establish this trust.”

“Women of Distinction” Exhbit to Arrive
For Soaring History Symposium

The NSM will be hosting a traveling exhibit
featuring “Women of Distinction” May 3-8. The exhibit
was created by the New York State Senate and will be
traveling to several locations over the course of 2007.

Elmira native and astronaut Eileen Collins is one
of the women featured in the display of photos and biog-
raphies. She will join a list of nearly 60 notable women
in New York’s history who are annually recognized by
the Senate.

- EILEEN COLLINS
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AEROSPACE cAaAMP

| Sign-ups have begun for the 2007 camp! |
. Ages 9-14
i Young Women: July 23-27
' Young Men: July 30-August 3
$325 per camper
For more information, visit
http://www.soaringmuseum.org and click on
“Educational Programs” and “Eileen Collins
Aerospace Camp,” call (607) 734-3128,
or e-mail norm@soaringmuseum.org!

Overnight Encampments Provide
Educational Entertainment

The NSM’s popular Overnight Soaring En-
campment program continues to offer the community
an entertaining way to learn about aviation. OSEs are
of particular interest to Girl and Boy Scout troops in
the area, since they include many hands-on activities
and can be tailored toward earning badges. For more
information, visit http://www.soaringmuseum.org and
click on “Educational Programs™ and “Overnight Soar-
ing Encampments.”

Right: Boy Scout .
Troop 777

Left: Girl Scout
Troop 247

Former National Soaring Museum Director
Shirley Sliwa of Daytona Beach, FL, passed away
unexpectedly on December 13, 2006. She had been as-
sociated with the Museum for 17 years. From 1980 to
1990 she was its Director, and played a crucial role in
its expansion. A 1990 winner of the Soaring Society of
America’s highest award, the Warren E. Eaton Trophy,
she was recognized nationally and internationally for her
outstanding efforts on behalf of soaring and the National
Soaring Museum. Mrs. Sliwa was twice awarded the
SSA Certificate of Appreciation.



Gift Shop Update by Lisa Bartlett, Gift Shop Manager

The 2nd Annual Murder Mystery Dinner Theater took place
Saturday, November 4, 2006. Greeting the guests was our haunted
cemetary complete with full moon, skeletons and our resident black
cat (made out of papier-maché). Gift shop assistant Tom Tunnicliff
used his artistic talent to create our decorations. Jason Allen helped
with the nautical theme of the community room. Thank you to the
gift shop staff for your talent and help!

The Market Street Irregulars once again gave a great perfor- [ ; -
mance. During “The Pirates of Pink Pants,” laughter was abundant. F & # - :
Although the audience was smaller than last year, a fun time was  The cast of “The Pirates of Pink Pants.”
had by all. The Market Street Irregulars and NSM gave away a few door prizes at the end of the performance. The
Holiday Inn Elmira-Riverview once again provided a scrumptious meal. As always, a special thank you to NSM
volunteers Pat Helm and Tom and Debbie Koslowski for their help.

The murder mystery dinner theater helped jump-start what I hope to make a
holiday tradition. Raffle tickets were sold for a gift basket filled with great goodies,
including two round-trip tickets from our friends at Pan Am Clipper Connection,
an overnight stay at the Holiday Inn Elmira-Riverview and much more. A great big
thank you to station manager Bill Dovey and staff at the Pan Am counter at the airport
for donating and for helping to sell tickets. The winning ticket was drawn Dec. 5 at
the airport. Bill Dovey did the honors and Will Shangraw of Elmira was the lucky
winner.

Station Mcmar Bill Dn;;__u

% Spring Raffle at the NSM ¢

The basket contains over $500 worth of prizes, including plane tickets from Pan Am Clipper Connection.
Tickets: §5 or 3/$10 - call (607) 734-3128 or stop by the Windrider Gift Shop
Drawing to be held May 4, 2007 at the Community Soaring Luncheon
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New NSM Rack Card
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The NSM has a new promotional tool—this time around, we’re
using a “rack card” instead of a brochure. The rack card uses less ma-
terials and costs less to produce than our previous brochure, allowing
us to print more for wider distribution. In addition, a second rack card
will be produced, promoting “The Harris Hill Experience,” which in-
cludes the Museum, Harris Hill Soaring Corporation, and Harris Hill
Amusement Park. The three attractions on Harris Hill have chosen in
recent months to band together in much of their advertising, sharing
the cost and the ad space—which allows for larger, more colorful ads
in a wider variety of publications.

Also on the promotion front, Director of Operations Norm Smith
. et f@ / “\\\ will be traveling to New York City this month for a media event promot-

ST Tl ing the Finger Lakes region to 25-30 New York-based print, broadcast,
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oo e : online and freelance journalists. We hope to see good results!

Treasure Box: Fun Finds in the NSM Archives by Sharron Stemler

The oldest book in our library was donated by E.J. Reeves. It is the Aeronautical Annual \ -
published in 1897 by W.B. Clarke in Boston, Massachusetts. The inscription by Mr. Reeves on the ,ﬁ@
flyleaf states that there were three publications of this annual in 1895, 1896 and 1897. The only ' '1""5':’:
full set in existence is in the Smithsonian Museum.

Soaring Then and Now: Anecdotes from Long-Time Soaring Pilots

For looking back in the soaring life, readers are invited to submit anecdotes of their flying experiences in
days gone by. If you have been flying since 1957, for instance, tell us what the experience was like, and compare
it to today's soaring.

Bertha M. Ryan sent in a few anecdotes about flying in the 1950s on both the East and West coasts.

“Our club (MIT AES) was doing winch tows at Fitchburg Airport in Massachusetts. As you know, the winch
wire, as it falls from the sailplane after being released, is lowered gently to the ground by a parachute (at least that’s
the theory). We had our usual days of the wire tangled in the trees and using our unique ‘knot’ to fix the broken
wire, etc. One day something unusual happened—the police showed up! Turns out someone saw the sailplane
release the wire/parachute combination and reported they had seen a body being dropped from an airplane!

“As youno doubt know, Gus (Briegleb) (at El Mirage, California) was always very careful with his finances
as they were always living on the edge (you probably remember he insisted his towplanes be landed in the dirt to
save wear on the tires). Apparently he found a cheap source out in the desert so he used wire instead of rope. You
sure learned how to tow carefully that way, especially in the turbulent desert air! It really felt good when he went
to rope in later years and the tugs were somewhat absorbed! I had quite an introduction to Western thermals when,
I think it was a TG-3, they towed me to a great thermal and I immediately broke the wire, probably at about 1000
feet, and then circled quickly to 10,000 feet! What an introduction for a newly arrived Easterner!

“Also in the early ‘50s, our club was towing our glider to a get-together at North Adams, Massachusetts.
While stopped for fuel in a small town, we saw Dana Darling driving by with his L-K sailplane in tow. A little boy
nearby saw the glider and said to his father, ‘Look, Dad, there’s an airplane!” His father looked at the scene and
declared, ‘Don’t be foolish, son, that’s a boat!’

“Later in the ‘50s, I also remember $2.10 aero tows at El Mirage: charged by time, $2 was the minimum
which the 1-26 easily made to 2000 feet; ten cents was for the use of the tow line.”



Those who have donated

above and beyond membership d 0 n 0 ]/'S

Major Contributor: $2,500 and above (or $10,000 to Endowment Fund)
Robert Gaines - The Hilliard Foundation * Nancy T. Rose

Sponsor: $500-$2,499

Moses and Sophie Acee + Ray and Kittie Alexander - Arnot Realty Corporation + Robert and Marion Ball - Bill Batesole
and Anne Nordstrom - Robert and Phyllis Buchwalder - Chemung Canal Trust Company + Community Foundation of the
Elmira-Corning Area - The T.F. Dixon Family Foundation - Mary D. Flasphaler - Ed and Paula Golden - Bernard and Gloria
Gross - Paul G. Nagle - Bernard Paiewonsky - Dave Raspet - William Schweizer - Mr. and Mrs. Bernald S. Smith - Peter W.
Smith - Swift Glass Company, Inc.

Sustainer: $300-$499
George and Lorrell Byard - Jeffery G. Byard - Richard and Alice Johnson - George W. Lauman - Wm. Marshall Lee - Steven
Leonard - William J. Norton - United Technologies - Albert Uster - Mr. and Mrs. A.J. van den Blink

Patron: $150-$299

Bruce Bowmar - Ed and Betsy Byars - Woodward Cannon - Civil Air Patrol - John Hallick - Robert D. Jackson + Mr. and Mrs.
Ken Kolstad - Barry Leslie - Juan Mandelbaum - Archer Martin - Robert B. McKinnon - John D. Newell, Jr. - Red and Eloise
Day Noland - Mr. and Mrs. Lanier Frantz Advised Fund of the Foundation for Roanoke Valley - Dr. and Mrs. Neal Pfeiffer -
Michael J. Samek - Paul H. and Lauren Schweizer - Peter and Kathleen Schweizer - Lucia and Stuart Schweizer - Claire G.
Sebald - Jan and Clare van den Blink

Donor: $1-$149

Janine Acee - Rolf Bahrenburg - The Banarhalls - William and Grace Batesole - Dr. and Mrs. E. Peter Benzing - Peter Beresin
+ C. Dianne Black-Nixon ' Roger Blythe - M. Scott Borden - Steve and Connie Bowen - Scott and Kate Calvert - R. Laurent
and Betsy Cannon - Walter and Irene Cannon - Joel Carberry + Mr. and Mrs. Earle Catlin - William Cleary - Harold and Edith
Cornelius + Cornell University Library - Corning Incorporated Foundation - Pat Costello - James Crum - Bill and Diana Dade
* Peter and Joyce Daniel - Thomas Davey - John Dellicker - Helen Dick - Stephen Dorner - Bill and Trish Drury - James Elliott
- John Ennes - Freeman Flynn - FM Global Foundation - Henry Fucik - Robert Funsch - Richard Garrity - H. Ray Gimmey -
Rob and Diane Gingell - Ben Greene - Siegfried and Patricia Groh * Ulf and Beatrice Gustafsson - Stewart and Alice Hansen
- John Hardy - Thomas Hardy - John and Mary Esther Hintz - Tilo Holighaus - Amory and Priscilla Houghton - Mike and
Debby Hubbell + David and Virginia Hudnut - Lewis Hull - Rebecca P. Ivans - Robert D. Jackson - Donald C. Johnson, MD -
Albert and Virginia Jones - Erwin and Helen Jones - Juri and Lya Kauk - Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Lafford - Russell E. Lee,
Jr. - Long Island SoaringAssociation - Paul B. MacCready - Jim McCarthy - Mr. and Mrs. John R. McGonigle - Theodore R.
McLean * Michael Moore - David Nadler - Erik Nelson - Mr. and Mrs. Donald O’Connell - William Ordway - James Orsillo
- Charles E. Person - Logan Pomella - Donald R. Post - Mr. and Mrs. Paul Prunier - Marita J. Rea - John C. Reynolds - 1]
Romano - Margarett Roy - Bertha M. Ryan * Mrs. John D. Ryan - Paul W. Sasse - Ron Schwartz - Clarence See - Amanda
Siegel - James L. Skydell - John Slack - Mary Welles Mooers Smith - Dr. Neal G. Snebold, MD * Gordon C. Squire * Richard
L. Stapp + Mr. and Mrs. Finley M. Steele - Maj. William P. Stewart, USAF (Ret.) - Judy and Chuck Sweeney - Ronald and
Gena Tabery - George and Kathleen Taylor - Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Tifft - Andrew Travnicek - Frank E. Tripp Foundation -
C. Robert von Hellens - Darrel Watson - Geoffrey Weck - Rex D. Wells - Norbert Wethington - Francis L. Whiteley - Robert
Whittemore - Warren Wilcox - David F. Wilkus - Gale E. Wolfe - Harrison F. Wood - Barbara Yunis and Jeffrey Streeter

In memory of Isolde Baur: Mrs. Marieluise Baur Kailing * Robert Gaines. In memory of Howard Burr: Dan and Janice
Armstrong. In memory of Fritz Compton: Burt Compton. In memory of Tony Dorricoff: Rolf W. Bahrenburg. In memory
of Jared Jones: John Flonan + Paul A. Siskind. In memory of Jack Laister: Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Day. In memory of
Jack Larsen: Dale and Jeanne May. In memory of Sandy Orrell: Robert Gaines. In memory of Floyd J. Sweet: Ray and
Kittie Alexander - Kathryn A. Alsegaf - Robert and Marion Ball - Richard and Susan Beckman * Donald and Mary Anne
Bennett - Valentine Corradi - Thomas and Valli Cox - Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Day - Rudy and Kathryn DeLuca - Peter and
Kathleen Devlin - Bonnie and Bob Featherstone * Louis and Susan Guadagnoli * David D. Howell - Archer Martin - Mr. and
Mrs. William H. Norton - Mr. and Mrs. WK.B. Potts III - William and Leslie Ritchie - Nelson and Frances Schmidt - Harold
and Dorothy Shepard - Mr. and Mrs. William C. Smyth - Isabel Sweet. In memory of Graham S. Thompson: Robert Gaines.

In honor of Stephen Warner: ]. Downs Herold.
Thank you!
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William Gallagher, Archivist - Julie Munson, Admin. Assistant/Webmaster

Call to reserve tickets!

Soaring History Symposium
May 4-5, 2007

Speakers include Ward Hindman, Wil Schuemann,
Karl Striedieck and George Moffat.
This year’s Symposium will also include the
US Soaring Hall of Fame Banquet
at which we will induct

Wil Schuemann into the Hall of Fame.
For tickets or more information, please contact us at

(607) 734-3128 or nsm(@soaringmuseum.org.




