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“The National Soaring Museum preserves and presents the heritage of motorless flight, and
promotes through education, a greater knowledge of soaring, aeronautics, and related physical

A New Face at the NSM

The NSM has appointed Peter W.
Smith as its new Director, he will
take over the position in May 2003.
Peter Smtih brings extensive
experience as a not-for-profit
executive to the NSM, having been
a symphony orchestra manager for
many years. He has been an active
glider pilot for 22 years and intends
to fly his LS-4 at Harris Hill. He
has also acted as Contest Manager
of the Region 6 North contests in
Ionia, Michigan for the past three
years and will be Contest Director
at [onia this July. Peter’s arrival at
Harris Hill is a homecoming of
sorts, as he attended his first
National Contest at the tender age
of fifteen months, and grew up
crewing for his father, Stan Smith,
at many Elmira contests. The NSM
welcomes both Peter and his wife
Lynn to the NSM family.

sciences for everyone.”

World Class Soaring Assoc. among
others. The Hall of Fame
| ceremony that celebrated the
induction of Bruce Carmichael,
Lyle Maxey, and Edward Evans
. was quite a special evening. Mr.
Carmichael and Mr. Maxey each
| reminisced about past soaring

_ exploites as they accepted the
Bl honor of being inducted into The
United States Soaring Hall of
Fame. After the ceremony a
reception was held where all those
in attendance could gather in
soaring fellowship.
Throughout the convention the
NSM booth attracted many curious
visitors, and even some old friends
of the NSM who just wanted to say
hello. Many have visited Harris
Hill and know the beauty that
awaits them.
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Bill and Peg Gallagher had their hands
Sull as many visitors stopped by the NSM
booth.

The 2003 SSA Convention in
Dayton, Ohio was a wonderful
opportunity for NSM to meet and
greet some old and new friends.
Bill Gallagher, Peg Gallagher,
Ryan Smith, and Norm Smith
battled the blizzard conditions in
New York State to arrive in
Dayton ready to spread the word
on the newly remodeled and
expanded NSM.

Each of the three days of the
convention enabled those in
attendance a chance to attend
educational programs and
exchange ideas with various other
SSA members. There was a cross
section of the soaring community

including the Women Soaring
Pilots Assoc., the 1-26 Assoc., the
Vintage Sailplane Assoc., and the

(L) John “Corky” Gill congratulating
NSM Curator (R) Bill Gallagher on
winning the Lincoln Award for “Writing
Excellence in Motorless Flight.”



Curator’s Corner

The SGS 2-32

Recent Additions to the Collection Goes to Oregon!

New in the
Main Exhibit Gallery

Olympia Meise N742H

Donor: Albert Uster

Unique Characteristics: The
Meise project was intended to be
used as a single competition
aircraft for the 1940 Summer
Olympic Games. It was the first
sailplane designed soley for the
exclusive use at the Olympics.
Though outbreak of war stopped
the games from taking place, the
glider is still known today as the
“Olympia Meise.”

Restoration: Restored to strict
original plans, this Olympia was
first flown on Harris Hill during the
first International Vintage
Sailplane Regatta in 1995.

Norm Smith, Bill Gallagher, and Glen

Icarus I
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Sleinkofer easing a wing off the trailer.

Donor: Pete Osbourne

Unique Characteristics:
Manufactured as a kit by the
Ultralight Flying Machine
Company in 1977, the Icarus II
can be considered one of the
earliest biplane hang gliders.

With an empty weight of 501bs, it
has a glide ratio of over 10:1. The
cockpit has a

tube support with an optional
swing seat. It also has a wingspan
of 30ft. with a total wing area of
170sq.ft. The insignias on the
wings are taken from German
wartime design.

Schweizer SGS 2-32

The Schweizer SGS 2-32 from the
Museums permanent collection has
gone to Oregon. The glider will be
on display in the Spruce Goose
Cafe at the Evergreen Aviation
Museum in McMinnville, Oregon
for the next several years. For the
past twenty years the 2-32 was
used by Mississippi State
University’s aviation program.
Evergreen Museum Archivist
Katherine Huit comments that “we
are very excited to have this
historic aircraft on loan to us from
the National Soaring Museum. It
will soon be soaring over our East
Gallery near the entrance of the
Museum.”
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Dick Johnson c. 1950 sitting in his one
of a kind RJ-5 glider.

Restoration of the Ross RJ-5 Completed!

George Applebay of Applebay
Aircraft, along with research aid
from Paul Schweizer, Dieter
Ennulat, Dick Johnson, Jeff Byard,
and NSM staff members, has
completed the restoration of the
Ross RJ-5. This cutting edge ship
was one of the first to use laminar
airfoil, and to achieve a 40:1 glide
ratio. The RJ-5 piloted by Dick

Johnson swept the U.S. Nationals
in 1950, 1951, 1952, and 1954.
He also set a number of other
records including the
International Distance Record,
the National Goal, National
Distance, and the 100km
Triangular Speed Course. The
RJ-5 now rests comfortably in the
NSM Restoration Shop.




Sailplane Quarterly:

Wri

ght 1911 Glider No.5

New! Each quarter the newsletter will now feature a different sailplane from the Museum’s vast collection.

In honor of the 100th Anniversary
of the Wright Brother’s historic
first flight, the Wright 1911 Glider
No.5 is the maiden ship for the
Sailplane Quarterly!

Construction of the Wright 1911
Glider No. 5 reconstruction began
on January 1, 1986. It was to be
the NSM’s focus for the 1987
exhibit honoring the 75th
anniversary of Orville Wright’s
October 24, 1911 nine minute and
forty second soaring flight.

A group of 30 dedicated aero
enthusiasts was formed around
NSM Trustees Paul A., his
brother, the late Ernest Schweizer,
and Richard Kurzenberger.
Volunteers from the Harris Hill
Soaring Corp., the Malcolm
Winnick Chapter #533 AEE, the
Southern Tier Pilots Assoc., and
the Schweizer Aircraft Corp.
combined talents to build the
world’s only known reproduction.
The original was the ship that
Orville Wright flew in the first
witnessed and recorded soaring
flight.

The hunt for authoritative
information on the No.5 took NSM

researchers to some of the country’s

greatest libraries. Periodicals dated
as far back as 1909 were reviewed
for significant materials. Although
Orville built the original without
plans, he conscientiously
documented all modifications. The
ship was extensively photographed
in many configuarations during the
1911 expedition to Kitty Hawk,
NC. The Design committee had to
determine which modification was
used during his record-breaking
flight.

With confirmation from pictures,
Orville’s log, and data evaluation,
aerodynamisist and sailplane
builder Ernest Schweizer drew up
an impressive set of plans. The
Wright’s assembly methods were
thoroughly reviewed including,
wood selections and machine
fittings.And through special
arrangements with the J.P. Stevens
Co., the same type of long-fiber

Egyptian balloon cloth that covered

the original was obtained for use.

The Wright 1911 Glider No. 5 replica
hanging in the NSM’s main gallery
Dedication of the Wright 1911
Glider No.5 took place in October
of 1986, with special guests
Horace and Susan Wright. Mr.
Wright is the nephew of Orville
and Wilbur, and was present at
Kitty Hawk the day Orville
(Wilbur was tied up with other
issues) made the historical soaring
flight. Original cloth from the
1903 Powered Wright Flyer
(below) was given by Mr.
Wright to the NSM in conjunction
with the dedication.




Another New Face at the NSM

Anne Touvell comes to the NSM from Bowling Green, Ohio. She holds a
Masters Degree in Art History from Bowling Green State University and
a Bachelors Degree in Visual Arts from Otterbein College. Her previous
employment was at the Wood County Historical Center where she was
the Assistant Director. Working at the Center has given her a unique and
wide range of experiences and skills. As the Assistant Director she
oversaw all event programming, volunteer coordination, public relations,
and fund raising. She also played a supervisory role with curatorial
duties, interns, and community service workers. Anne was also an
adjunct instructor at Lourdes College in Sylvania, Ohio where she taught
a variety of art history courses. “I am pleased to be here in the Soaring
Capital of America, and am looking forward to promoting the NSM, as
well as, the heritage of motorless flight.”
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Community Soaring Luncheon Honors Some of NSM’s Finest
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NSM Trustee Karin Schlosser Out-going NSM Trustee members NSM V{:;iunteer Norm Hosey for

received a commemorative token John Hintz and Nelson van den generously giving many hours to
of appreciation for her work on Blink were honored for over 20 the Museum’s library and
the Expansion/Exhibit committee.  years of dedicated service on the archives

ey NSM Board of Trustees

NSM Volunteer Tad Manske for Gross Sky Ghost Youth Hugh Whitney Scholarship
working very hard in tending the Achievement Award recipient, winner, Harris Hill Soaring
archives, not to mention his long Harris Hill Soaring Club Junior Corporation member

drive to the NSM! Member Ryan Smith Joel Carberry




May 10

NSM Annual Board
Meeting

NSM - Elmira, NY

May 18
International Museum Day
Free admission to the

Museum all day.
NSM - Elmira, NY

June 17 - 26

Sports & World Class
Nationals

Harris Hill - Elmira, NY

July 21 - 25

Eileen Collins

Aviation Camp for Girls

July 28-August1

Eileen Collins

Aviation Camp for Boys

Week long avaition activities for ages
9 - 14. Includes overnight
encampment at NSM, power and
sailplane rides, rocket construction,
hot air balloon ride, airport aviation
museum tours, swimming, and
much, much. more.

NSM - Elmira, NY

September TBA

13th National Landmark of Soaring
Dedication

Mississippi State University
Starksville, MS

September 13

Ralph S. Barnaby Lecture
Bernald Smith, Lecturer
Dallas, TX

Calendar of Events 2003

National Soaring Museum - Harris Hill

September 20

11th Annual Community Soaring
Day/ KiteCitement

A family day on Harris Hill with
KiteCitement contest in the morning
and discounted sailplane rides in the
afternoon. Discounted Museum
admission all day with refreshments,
face painting, and other fun-filled
activities.

NSM - Elmira, NY

October TBA

Think With Science

Museums of the Elmira-Corning
Cultural Area help kids of all ages
explore art and science.

Arnot Mall - Horseheads, NY

November 28 - 29
59th Annual Snowbird
Soaring Rally
Informal, fun contest of
accuracy for regional
sailplane clubs.

Harris Hill - Elmira, NY

December 5

Community Soaring
Luncheon

Volunteer appreciation
scholarship awards.

NSM - Elmira, NY

and

Although Lisa Bartlett is not a
Corning/Elmira native, she
moved here in 1994 from the
Oneonta area. Her interest in
aviation is slightly different
from soaring, as her significant
other owns and operates the

NSM Welcomes One More New Staff Member!

local hot air balloon. Lisa and
Rick reside in Painted Post and
spend summers traveling with the
hot air balloon.

Lisa’s background is in Customer
Service with sixteen years of
retail experience, three in her
own business. She has recently
completed the “Keys to

Customer Service” course
through the Joint Education
Training Program. This training
will be a great addition to NSM’s
admissions and gift shop. In her
spare time Lisa works with a
local tour company as a tour
guide. “Soaring may be different
from ballooning, but I’'m looking
forward to a fun-filled summer
here at the NSM.”
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times a year by the National
Soaring Museum for all Museum

friends. Address inquiries to
National Soaring Museum, Harris

Hill, 51 Soaring Hill Drive,

Elmira, NY 14903
Phone: 607-734-3128

Fax: 607-732-6745
Email: nsm@soaringmuseum.org
Hours: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. daily
Closed Thanksgiving Day,
Christmas Eve and Day, and New

Year’s Eve and Day.
Check out our website at:

http://www.soaringmuseum.org

International Vintage Sailplane Meet Set For
o 2005!

In the summer of 2005 the National Soaring Museum, in
cooperation with Harris Hill Soaring Corp. (HHSC) and the Vintage
Sailplane Association (VSA) plan to host the International Vintage
Sailplane Meet (IVSM) to be held at Harris Hill. This will be the
third time this week-long sailplane Regatta will be organized at this
site and we hereby extend a warm- and early! - welcome to both
national and international participants, NSM, HHSC & VSA
members, Chemung county residents and the general public.

During the 2000 IVSM, the event attracted 45 vintage
sailplanes - some traveling as far as Australia! Although aircraft are
considered vintage when they are 30 years old, many of the
sailplanes participating are much older than that, and most still fly! It
promises to be a great flying and viewing event.

IVSM is still two summers away, but planning has already
begun. Within the next few weeks we hope to launch the IVSM 2005
web page with details about the dates, schedule, pictures,
registration, and IVSM 2005 merchandise. Please check the NSM
web site for furthur information.




