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First Encampment of the year is a huge hit

From left to right: Jim Swinnich, Executive Director at NSM, instructs the scouts on the glider flight
contest, (middle) Three scouts put some finishing touches on their glider; and right, NSM volunteers Dale
Gustin & Erwin Jones build wing ribs.

The first Soaring Encampment of the year Jim Swinnich, NSM Executive Director,
brought 51 scouts from Athens, PA., on March commented on how the dinner and event ran
12th throught the 13th. Many of the scouts were smoothly for the large number of participants. He
working on achieving merit badges for aviation. also stated that the requirements for the aviation
The scouts had a busy yet educational night on badge were met by several scouts. The scouts
Friday. Each scout made their own wooden commented on how much knowledge and inform-
wing rib from a Wright Brother design, held a ation they received from not only the museum's
paper, aerogami glider contest, had a session on exhibits, but also the tour and sessions. One scout
meteorology and aeronautics, toured the said he was unaware of all that went into
museum, and sat in a glider simulator. On Satur- aviation and soaring. The group plans on
day, the scouts designed, tested, and flew their coming back next year for another encampment.
glider on a computer flight simulator, flew Weekend dates for the 1999 year are still available.
kites, and had a representatitve from Harris Hill Call the Museum for availablity and to book your
give them a glider cockpit orientation. group.

Elmira, New York The Soaring Capital of America
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Reaching out to Sixth Graders

On Monday, January 4, 1999,
staffers at the National Soaring
Museum brought the museum to
Hendy Avenue School in Elmira,
NY. Executive Director Jim
Swinnich and Administration/PR
representative Charlette Smith,
along with volunteer Janet
Swinnich,brought sawhorses,
glue, hammers, nails and enough
wood for a bonfire. NSM is no
stranger to outreach programs, but
this was the first time the wingribs
were made outside the museum.
Mrs. Winsor's 6th grade science
classses were the first to build the
wooden wingribs (replicas of the
ribs used in the Wright Brothers
1902 glider). Students worked in
teams of three to four in
constructing the ribs. Mrs. Winsor
said, "It is an activity they will
always remember." To conclude
Mrs. Winsor's aviation unit,
students came to the museum on
Tuesday for a tour. At NSM, the
students got a lesson on making
the perfect paper glider from
Curator of Education Bill
Gallagher. Many students
commented on how they enjoyed
hammering and glueing the
wingribs.

oft to ghr,‘ Amy Hazle!, .}:;m‘Sriri'nnich, NSM Executive Director Abb

Crimmins, and Andrew Gush show that teamwork is needed to make a

wingrib.

The students from Hendy
Avenue School were very
appreciative, sending along thank
you letters to the NSM staff.
Many commented on coming in
the summer with their families
for a longer visit. Mrs. Winsor is
lookin% forward to doinﬁ the
same t ing next year with her
sixth grade class of the new
century. Many schools have used
the outreach programs to help
bring their books to life with our
interactive programs and with
bringing the wingrib design to the
school made for a hands-on
learning experience.

Other News

Partnerships Go Hand in
Hand or Rather to New
Height
Recently, the Twin Tiers Sam's
Club located in Big Flats, NY,
recognized a successful working
partnership between Sam's Club and
the National Soaring Museum.

NSM purchases food and supplies
from Sam's Club for special events
& museum programs.

Such events in the past are the
Eileen Collins Aviation Camp &
Soaring Encampments. Bill
McManus of Sam's Club recently
presented Jim Swinnich, Executive
Director with a pin featuring a
soaring glider. The pin states
"Soaring to a New Height, Sam's
Club, Location #6431". The design
was by a store employee.

Abbey Gerald (left) and Jessica Berg
(right) show off their wingrib masterpiece.

Executive Director
James W. Swinnich

Editor & Production
Charlette J. Smith

NSM News is published four times a
year by the National Soaring Museum
forall Museum friends. Address inquiries
to: National Soaring Museum, Harris
Hill, 51 Soaring Hill Drive, Elmira, NY
14903  607/734-3128 FAX: 607/73”
6745 EMAIL: nsm@soaringmuseum.or,_
Hours 10am to 5 pm daily. Closed
Thanksgiving, Christmas Day, and New
Years Day. Check out our web site at
http://www.soaringmuseum.org.
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News Briefs & Upcoming Events

Sailplane Homebuilders Association &
Vintage Sailplane Association

The SHA & VSA will present "Birds of a Feather"
1999 Symposium and Eastern Workshop July 8th-11th
at NSM. Leading aviation figures and historians will discuss
topics including: history, rebuilding a Baby Albatross & SGU1-20,
restoration, and early development of flying wings. Enjoy the
symposium on Thursday, July 8th with the workshop to follow
Friday through Sundy, July 9-11. For information on the
symposium call the National Soaring Museum at (607) 734-3128
or email us at nsm@soaringmuseum.org. For information on the
Workshop call Al McCarty at (215) 453-7602 or email at
ammccarty(@netreach.net.

Another Schweizer Book Has Arrived

The long awaited book from

Paul Schweizer and Martin

Simons, "Sailplanes by Schweizer",

is here. The beautifully drawn and
written, hard cover book is a great

gift to enjoy and learn from for years.
The book portrays each of the Schweizer
sailplane designs, historic photographs,
and well crafted drawings. The book is
$64.95 per book (plus tax, shipping
and handling). We accept Visa, Master
Card, and personal checks. For orders
call the museum at 607-734-2138.

CALENDAR

MAY 22, 1999
NSM Board Meeting
NSM - Elmira, NY

JUNE 10-13, 1999
Aerotow '99
Radio control model
planes gathering
Harris Hill - Elmira, NY

JUNE 13-14, 1999
Sports Class Nationals -
Practice Days
JUNE 15-24, 1999
Sports Class Nationals -
Contest Days
50-60 high performance
sailplanes from U.S. & Canada
compete in the most popular race.
NSM - Elmira, NY

JULY 8, 1999

Vintage Sailplane Association
Symposium
July 9-11, 1999
Sailplane Homebuilder
Association Eastern Workshop
Leading historians & restorationists
will be on hand for both events.
NSM - Elmira, NY

JULY 19-23, 1999 (Girls)
JULY 26-30, 1999 (Boys)
Eileen Collins Aviation Camp
Week long activities for youth ages
10-16 dealing with aviation.
NSM - Elmira, NY
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SSA Convention Highlights, Photographs and Hall of Fame

By: Jim Swinnich

Sailplanes, hang gliders, and ultralights shared
the spotlight-and exhibit floor-at this year’s Soaring
Society of America Convention. NSM tested holding
the United States Soaring Hall of Fame Induction
Ceremonies at the Convention, and we also held an
offsite reception, in conjunction with the event. We
invested heavily in a enhanced presence, with new
display hardware and three staff members in attendance.

When it was all said and done, in my estimation,
these events and commitments came off wonderfully;
there are many thanks to be given for these endeavors
working so smoothly. My thanks, on behalf of the
entire NSM, to Lynne and Bob Davis who were
gracious and accommodating hosts; to David Habercom
who put in immeasurable amounts of time to make the
Knoxville convention happen; and to the SSA (in
particular Larry Sanderson and the Hobbs staff) who
labored on our behalf in sweating the details.

The NSM booth was a hopping place between
[VSM t-shirt and Schweizer book sales. My thanks to
the entire NSM staff in preparing for the event, and in
particular to Jaye Fish and Bill Gallagher for making
exciting things happen in Knoxville.

Paul A. Schweizer (right) signs his book "Sailplanes by Schweizer"
for Doris Grove at the SS4 Convention, in Knoxville, TN.

If you have comments on the Hall of Fame
venue, please contact me here at the museum; it is your
Hall of Fame, regardless of where it is held! We should
use the same program format at next years SSA
Convention in Albuquerque. I thought the offsite
reception provided those in attendance with a little
change of scenery, the jazz trio was a nice touch, it was a
beautiful nighttime setting, and people stayed well into
the night.

Editors Note: Jim Swinnich, Executive Director,
Jaye Fish, Director of Development, and Bill Gallagher,
Curator of Education represented the National Soaring
Museum at the SSA Convention in Knoxville, Tennessee

2 ik s

Pictured from left to right: Gren Seibels Jr. accepts the Hall of Fame Certificate on behalf of his father Gren Seibels from SSA Vice
President Larry Sanderson. In the next frame Larry Sanderson presents Hannes Linke with his Hall of Fame Certificate.

In a continuing commitment to a have a strong
NSM presence at the SSA Convention, the Museum
unveiled new display hardware. The expandable wall
features a sepia print of the Minimoa being towed aloft,
with several color and black and white photos of the
museum, programs, and past soaring events in what
appears to be relief images over this background. Teri
feet wide and eight foot tall, it definitely makes an
impression. The hardware will also be used at NSM for
temporary displays.

The Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony was
attended by over 350 people with 180 also attending the
reception afterward at the Foundry (a block away from
the Convention Center). We normally draw about 100
people to Harris
Hill for the Hall of
Fame Ceremonies and
banquet. Roughly half
of those registered for
the convention attended
the Induction Ceremony,
so our goal of boosting
attendance and spread-
ing information about
the Hall of Fame were
achieved.

Gren Seibels
and Hannes Linke were
inducted in a ceremony
that lasted a little more

“und I had the chance at the reception to get to know him.

in February. Photographs by Bill Gallagher.
than an hour. Bernald Smith introduced Mr. Linke, :
while George Moffat and Cliff Robertson spoke and
read of Mr. Seibels. Larry Sanderson was the MC and
presented the Hall of Fame plaques. Seibels was
inducted posthumously, so it was good to see his wife,
“rudy, and family in attendance. Gren Jr. spoke briefly

Both ceremony and reception went very well, in my
opinion.

The convention highlights, at least for me, came during
the Banquet. Dr. Paul MacCready again, very humbly,
addressed the evolution of his thinking, challenging the

o f n

audience with his ideas, and briefly evoked his image of i el B B 0

hY

Dr. Paul MacCready (left) looks on as Frank Reed, Chairman of

what the future may hold. The entire SSA Convention
Y SSA, gives Alcide Santilli (right) the highest award — The Eaton

was, justifiably, dedicated to Dr. MacCready. It was also
good to see those assoc-
iated with Harris Hill
and Elmira futher noted
for their contributions to
soaring. William
Schweizer received an
SSA Exceptional
Achievement Award for
literary prowess; Justin
Poet and Jason Howard,
both HHSC Juniors,
received the Kolstad
Award for outstanding
contributions to soaring.

Bernald Smith (left) introduces Hannes Linke at the Hall of Fame Cereniony,
while George Moffat (middle) and actor Cliff Robertson spoke of Gren Seibels.

Dr, Paul MacCready addresses a packed audience
at the SSA Convention Banquet.
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Recognition of Friends of the Museum
12/1/98 - 2/28/99

Diamond Benefactor

Ermnest & Eileen Schweizer
Paul A. & Virginia Schweizer
William & Margaret Schweizer
Bernald S. & Marilyn Smith
Gold Benefactor

Schweizer Aircraft Corporation

Silver Benefactor

Leroy & Linn Buell
Paul H. & Lauren Schweizer

Benefactor

Han & Nelson Mooers van den Blink
Bernald R. & Gloria Gross

Gross Sky Ghost Youth Achievement Award

Floyd & Isabel Sweet
The Nuse Family

Patron

Robert H. & Marion Ball
Edward S. Burris

Thomas & Linda Dixon
James R. & Maisie Houghton
Mildred Jones

In memory of Charles L. Jones

Edward & Marion Knight
Sponsor

Anna & William Baker Memorial Fund
Edward F. & Betsy Byars
Grant H. & Jaye Fish
Robert C. & Veralane Heideman
Jan & Mai Scott
In memory of Peter Riedel
Bernald & Mary Paiewonsky
Yunis Realty Inc.

Sustaining

Moses Acee

E. Peter & Lizzi Benzing
Taylor M. & Helen Boyer
Loris J. & Mardi Charchian
Henry G. & Edna Combs
Peter R. & Joyce Daniel
Nathan J. Frank

Edward & Irene Grandt
Wade & Patricia Hooker
William S. & Becky Ivans

Albert L. & Virginia Jones Jr.
C. Kenneth Kolstad
Wm. Marshall & Lois Lee
Rolf & Doris Leininger
Rudolf & Hanna Opitz
James Orsillo
Arun & Magan Patel
Jane F. Robens
Bertha M. Ryan
Michael J. Samek
W. Stuart & Lucia Schweizer
Janice Swinnich
Ray & Mary Williams

In Memory of Frank Mennitto

Family

Richard & Dianne Amberg
Alan Angell & Beth Dollinger
Richard & Kathy Asbeck
Al & Marion Backstrom
Edward & Charlotte Beck

In memory of Jack Conroy
James M. & Janice Blum
Bradicy & Beity Breyman
Joseph & Rita Colvin
Charles & Lucile Easterbrook
John A. & Jo Margaret Farris
William M. & Cecilia Foley
Amold & Betty Fountain
Michael I. & Susan Green
Stewart & Alice Hansen
David & Virginia Hudnut
E. Roger & Libby Jones
Reuben & Catherine W. Joynson
Robert M. & Evelyn Krofit
Merrill & Lydia Lynn
Neill McNeill
Donald B. & Elaine Moser
Robert M. & Margaret Nady
Paul Nagle
Gerald C. & Magaret Pomeroy
James M. & Shirley Reinsmith
Leslie E. & Bonnifer Schweizer
T. Curran & Barbara Sekella
Mary Wells Mooers Smith
Wyman A. & Marjorie Soule
Waltman & Irverna Walters
Ray & Mary Williams
Frank A. & Marlene Woodward
Frank E. & Sandy Wolley

Individual

John R. Boyce
Gunars Bumburs

Joann Dittert
David P. Dozack
Joseph Elgin
William English Jr.
Gary B. Fogel
Malcom J. Gardner
Charlie Grimes
Walter J. Gurney
Christian Heinbockel
Edward Hoffman Jr.
Richard Huppertz
Robert L., Hurmi
William H. Jenkins
Phil Jordan

David S. Kaufiman
Charles R. Lohre
Glenn Lovell
Boykin McCaa Jr.
William McFadden
Henry Meyerrose
J. Randall Owings
Stephen Paavola
Vincenzo Pedrielli
Kevin Renshaw
Clara S. SchaefTler
Joseph E. Simpson
Karl Sommer
Sterling V. Starr
Billy L. Taylor
Paul N, Tolson

C. Robert von Hellens
John Mahlon Weir

Donations
Donald R. Beebe
Lee L. & Barbara Bemardis
Mary Ann Garlock
Gregory G. & Kathy Steen
In memory of Oran W. Nicks
Bequest
Howard C. Blossom Trust

In-Kind Gifts

Grant H. & Jaye Fish

William Batesole
Lee L. Bernardis
Ira A. Blieden
Bruce G. Bottoms

IVSM - 2000 Sponsors

Dean Gradwell
Eagle Brand Products
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NSM Board of Trustees

It is a new year for the Board of Trustees and Officers
at NSM and with the new year brings some changes. We at
NSM would first like to take this opportunity to thank
Jeff Byard for all his effort, energy, and countless time as
President. We would like to welcome Linn Buell as our
incoming President. We wish her well and look forward to
her leadership. On the trustees side, John "Corky" Gill &
George Nuse will be stepping down. We thank Corky and
George for everything and we continue to look toward their
insight and support. There are five new trustees this year:
Dan Armstrong, Edward Byars, James Orsillo, Bernard
Paiewonsky, and Karin Schlosser. We welcome them
and know it will be an exciting year.

Dan Armstrong

Dan has been hang gliding since 1975. He began flying
sailplanes in 1982 along with becoming involved with the
Sailplane Homebuilder Association. He is an aerospace engineer,

wing worked on modifying jet fighters into target drones and
numerous other modification projects. He has also been involved
in such projects as the WindRose and Carbon Dragon. Dan is
anew member of the OSTIV Sailplane Development Panel and
is currently designing and building an ultra light sailplane-the
WinDancer. He and his wife Janice, who live in Tehachapi,
California, are both involved in the Vintage Sailplane Association
and Sailplane Homebuilders Association. Dan still flies a LS-3a
in his spare time.

Edward Byars

Edward has had numerous articles in Soaring Magazine &
Sailplane and Gliding. He co-authored, with his friend Bill
Holbrook," Soaring Cross Country" which is still widely used. Ed
received the SSA Certificate of Appreciation in 1971, and the
SSA Exceptional Service Award in 1975. He is the only person to
serve two terms as President of the Sailplane Racing Association.
He has served as SSA Regional Director and as Vice President
along with being the former Chairman of the SSA technical Board.
For all his soaring accomplishments, Ed was inducted in 1992 to
the Hall of Fame. Ed is a Ph.D. professor Emeritus Mechanical
“ngineering at West Virginia University & Clemson. He has
““competed in many regional and national contests earning FAI
badges and diamonds as well as the 1000km pin. Ed lives with his
wife Betsy in Seneca, South Carolina.

James Orsillo

Jim is the CEO & Engineering Director of
Orthstar, Inc. Orthstar has designed and developed
more than 100 real-time controls and on-line
information systems for aircraft, aerospace,
transportation, railroads, power generating utilities,
factory control and industrial automation. Jim holds
multiple degrees in Computer Sciences, Electrical
Engineering, Mathematics, and Nuclear Engineering as
well as certificates from several institutes. He belongs
to several professional associations including
Who's Who in Science and Engineering, American
Helicopter Society, and US Polo Association. He is an
FAA licensed pilot with Instrument Training. Jim, an
Elmira native, has a daughter June Lynne.

Bernard Paiewonsky

Bernard has written extensively for Soaring Magazine with
a two part series "Handling Characteristics of Sailplanes"
published in 1961. He served as a LT. in the US Airforce at
Wright Field. Bernard holds multiple degrees in mathe-
matics and a MSE in aeronautical engineering from
Princeton University. Bernard was a senior research
engineer at Aeronautical Research Engineering a Princeton,
NJ. company in 1961. He was a former SSA Technical
Board Chairman. Bernard is a dentist who lives with his
wife Mary in Bethesda, Maryland.

Karin Schlosser

Karin soloed at the age of 16 in her native home
in Holland. She was raised in an aviation family. Her
father is an avid RC collector and flies RC models. In
1996, Karin piloted her own glider, the LS1F. She
moved from Holland to New York City, then to Elmira,
NY in 1997. She makes an apperance in June as Rene
Russo's soaring double in the re-make of the 1969
Steve McQueen film "The Thomas Crown A ffair"
about the time of the movie's release, Karin will be
flying in two nationals. Karin is an attorney and
independant arbitrator for the law firm. Bigham Englar
Jones & Houston. She is very active in the Harris Hill
Soaring Corp., where she works closely with the Juniors
Karin is married to Heinz Weissenbuehler, Jr. and has
two step daughters Carolyn and Hanna.



Page 8 NSM NEWS Spring 1999

Thinking Time Again

The Arnot Mall hosted the third annual Think with Arts &
Science Day on March 6, 1999. More than 20 participating organizations =
from as far a way as Hammondsport, NY., were on hand to demonstrate
how science creates and influences artistic masterpieces. The National
Soaring Museum was there for a paper glider presentation. A competition
was held throughout the day for children ranging in age 17 and younger.
The rules for the contest was for each contestent to use an 8 1/2 by 11
sheet of paper, fold it to specifications using an NSM design, and then fly
the creation. The pilot who flew their glider furthest won a glider ride
provided by Harris Hill Soaring Corporation.

Stephanie Dewert, of Corning, was the winner. Her glider held  4p0ve middle. Stephanie Dewert, the winner z:.\rf.fhe_.ﬂfghf
the record all day with a 36 foot flight! Second place was contest, constructs her winning glider while her parents
a young boy who had a flight of 34 feet. Congratulations to Stephanie! ook on with NSM volunteers.

NSM would like to thank
the volunteers, both those
who could make it and those
who couldn't due to bad
weather. Also, thank you to
the Science and Discovery N BEn
Center for their help in
answering questions and the Y
use of the wind tunnel. It was !-15

a hit with the young and old. _
We look forward to next year,
so, start practicing.

From left to right:One young participant gets ready for take off, while another waits to see how far her
glider traveled. NSM volunteers Ed Schwenkler & Milton Adams help a young boy while his father
(far lefi) helps his brother with his glider designs.
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