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WWII glider pilots go back in time at the NSM

Emotions ran high as nearly 40 veterans
of the Sicily Invasion: Operation Ladbrook,
(the first use of American combat gliders in
World War Il) met July 9, 1993, at the National
= * Soaring Museum for the 50th anniversary of

SP[E‘”“ES . 0 their mission.
A : Sam Fine, the very first American to land
in a glider on Sicily and NYS Commander of
the National WWII Glider Pilots Association,
gave a gripping recount of the invasion.
Continued on page 2

National Soaring Museum

Col. Floyd J. Sweet, NSM Trustee, prepares
to cut the ribbon dedicating the WWII
plaque at the Harris Hill flight center.

Before the U.S. Navy Blue Angels 1hﬂlied their

.dience of about 70,000 at the: Chemung -Steuben Airfest

July 3-4, 1993, they stcpped for a visit at the National
Soaring Museum.

NSM staff and volunteers rubbed elbows with the sleek
aerobatic team at a Friday evening reception in the
Edward A. Mooers Community Room hosted by the |
Airshow Committee. Performing in their only New York
airshow this year, the Blue Angels joined 300 people at
the NSM reception including other Airshow performers,
county legislators, Museum Trustees and the Airshow
Committee.

The Blue Angels were intrigued by their visit to Harns
Hill. Two of the crew members were treated to sailplane |
rides by Harris Hill Soaring Corporation. These menwho |
fly wing-tip to wing-tip at twice the speed of sound were

actually afraid of an airplane without a motor! Mike Ziomko,
NSM Director of Institutional Advancement took to the air on
Sunday with the U.S. Army's Golden Knights. One Knight noted
that his parachute floats to the ground using the same principle
as the warping of the wing on the Wright Brothers' Flyer.

The National Soaring Museum carved out its place in the
sun at the spectacular weekend event. NSM workers enjoyed
the hot weather and the airshow from behind their merchandise
booth on the airfield. Gliders and flying toys were hot sellers,
and both staff and volunteers rallied through the crowd to
demonstrate their wares. Visitors eagerly examined the two
sailplanes flanking either side of the booth - the Mitchell Wing
and the Schweizer 1-19.

Next year the Golden Knights said they would like to

Upper left, the Blue Angels gather inide te Evolution of :
Sailplanes and Gliders Exhibit at the Museum. Above, the Parachute directly to the Museum.
NSM booth drew a steady stream of visitors both days.

Elmira, New York The Soaring Capital of America
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The Sicily invasion was the beginning
of the recapture of Europe. Although British
gliders were selected to make the attack,
they didn't have enough gliders. Enter the
Americans - who provided more gliders and
went along as co-pilots to guide the British
in operating the American ships. Fine was
one of those co-pilots.

Most of the gliders were shot down or
ended up in the water. Fine was shot three
times and captured by lItalian guards.
Marching to the detention camp, Fine
grabbed the guards' rifles and took them
prisoner. Fine and his British co-horts
returned and helped recapture the bridge
that provided access for Allied tanks to
Sicily's east coast. Operation Ladbrook was
a success.

Three of the men who actually flew in
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that 1943 invasion attended the anniversary
at the NSM. Many others had been glider
pilot trainers. Harris Hill was one of the first
bases to train WWII glider pilots. Col. Floyd
J. Sweet, an Elmiran, trained in the first class
of officers there. Sweet, an NSM Trustee
today, gathered the WWII pilots outside the
Harris Hill flight office to cut the dedication
ribbon around the plaque commemorating

ilots re-live Sicily invasion

time in 50 years. NSM Trustee Jeff Byard
stayed late giving rides in his TG-2 (now on
display in the Museum's exhibit hall.) Two
TG-2's, a TG-4 and a Pratt Read provided
several trips down memory lane.

NSM staff and volunteers labored hard
to provide the glider pilots with a luncheon
in the Edward A. Mooers Community Room.
Several pilots brought their own WWII

Harris Hill as a WWII training
site. s
The anniversary celebra-
tion, in conjunction with the
19th Annual Vintage Sailplane
Regatta held that weekend, | |
provided an opportunity for
the WWII glider pilots to once
again take to the air in a glider
- some of them for the first

WWII Glider Pllots above, gather around the Waco CG-4A troop-carrymg glider while attending
the 50th anniversary of the Sicily Invasion at the NSM July 9, 1993. (Inset) Sam Fine, featured

speaker at the WWII Reunion banquet, was a highly decorated soldier.

memorabilia to add to the
display next to the Museum's
CG-4A. John Conway spent
the afternoon dressed in (
military uniform of the time.

Sweet and Felix Chardon
provided the group with a
detailed symposium on the
CG-4A troop glider. The pilots
were able to tell their own
stories during the afternoon
oral history sessions. These
tapings will be added to the
Museum's archives.

Special WWII exhibits will
continue to highlight this
theme at the NSM all year.

" annual meeting at the NSM July
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Rich Horigan, Chief of [T
Restoration at the Smithsonian |

Air & Space Museum in|

Washington D.C., was the |
featured workshop leader |

Aduring the Sailplane
mebuilders Association's

17-18, 1993.
NSM staff and volunteers
were invited to produce an

encore of their May Hall of §

Fame barbeque dinner for the §
50 SHA members. The group
discussed with the Museum and
Harris Hill Soaring Corporation
the possibility of designating
Harris Hill as the permanent site
for their annual meetings.

NSM

Above, Paul A. Schweizer,
Trustee; Rich Horigan, NASM Chief of
Restoration; Horigan's son, Sean; and
Jim Swinnich, NSM Executive Direc-
tor, visit the NSM Archives in July.

e sall lanes color the sky over Harris Hill

The 19th Annual Vintage Sailplane Regatta was held at
Harris Hill July 9-10, 1993. Well preserved and colorful
sailplanes, all at least 35 years old, dotted the airfield.

Flying above the Chemung Valley were a Briegleb BG-12,
two TG-2's including one now on loan to the Museum by NSM
Trustee Jeff Byard, a Pratt-Read, some early Schweizer models
like the 1-26 and the 2-22, the Slingsby T-21, Ka-1, LK-10,
Standard Austria and Fauvette. About 30 Vintage Sailplaners,
led by President Linn Buell of Virginia, enjoyed the meet and
mingled with the WWII glider pilots also visiting that weekend.

VSA hailed Jim Stoia's Ka-1 as the top contender of the
meet; the NSM selected Jeff Byard's TG-2, and Harris Hill opted
for the Pratt Read owned by Bruce Barrett, Jack Hilton, Al Uster

| and Jan Scott, NSM Trustee.

Saturday's events were capped off by a steak dinner grilled

This was the first time since WWII that two TG-2's were taklng off from 1 perfection by Al Uster. Then the fun began as Uster auctioned
the Harris Hill field. Interestingly, these two sailplanes, owned by Jeff Off a variety of food items with the $250 profit being donated to
Byard and Jim StoialJerry Robinson, had consecutive serial numbers: the NSM. The VSA concluded the weekend with their annual
No. 53 and No. 54'

business and membership meeting. The group meets once on
the West Coast and once or twice on the East Coast each
year.

Thev reallv know how to stuff it!

A multitude of volunteers gathered at the Museum in
July to put together a large mailing. These projects
always bring out the jokes, blueberry muffins and a lot
of fun! More volunteers are always welcome at the NSM.

Friends of the Museum
Annual Giving 6/1/93 - 8/19/93

["Silver Benefactor]
Mr & Mrs Bernald S & Marilyn Smith

Chemung Canal Trust Company
Mr Hal M Lattimore

Mr Paul A Schweizer

Mr & Mrs Jan & Mai Scott ;
Lt Col Floyd J Sweet, USAF, Ret

* Mr James W Swinnich

Mr John B Hintz
Schweizer Aircraft Corporation
Nelson Mooers van den Blink

Corning Incorporated Foundation

matching Mr George H Edwards

Mr Lee L Robbins
Elmira Savings Bank :

‘Vintage Sailplane Assaociation

M/M W Stuart & Lucia E Schweizer
Sustaining

M/M Linn M & Leroy D Buell

Mr & Mrs Francis P & Hazel F Bundy

* Dr/M David A & Hanne J Duke

M/M George H & Lee Edwards

Mr & Mrs Walter B & Florence G Hausler
F M Howell & Company

* J-Tronics Computer Centers

* Ms Laura Lee Liberatore

Lights Bake Shop Inc

* Mr Edward Marks

Mr Rafael A Martinez, Major, USAF, Ret
M/M James A & Sharon E Merciel, Jr
Minier Brothers Inc

M/M Frederick J & Nancy L Molter
Mr Robert Lee Moore )
Sailplane Homebuilders Association
* Ms Nancy E Spaulding

*Mr & Mrs William A Tryon

* Mrs Richard Welliver

Individual & Family |

M/M Robert E & Sharon L Agan

Mr & Mrs Whitney R & Evelyn S Allen

* M/M H J & Shirley Amberge

Mr & Mrs E Leonard & Eleanor Anderson
M/M Rolf W & Tita H Bahrenburg

4 in memory of Mr Paul Harnack

* Mr & Mrs William A & Tracy E Baron

* M/M George F & Nancy B Barringer

* Mr Forrest E Behm

* Mr & Mrs George L & Doris Betz
* M/M Carl & Janet Bliss

* M/M George B & Joanna Boettner
M/M Dorman R & Dorothy Brown

* M/M Michael J & Marion Buffalin
Ms Lynn Van Campen

* M/M Roger T & Margaret M Cowulich

*Mr & Mrs Jay A Finley

* Mr Alexander Floroff

* Mr & Mrs Carlyle & Frances Fox

* Mr H L Goodridge

* MIM Elton V & Kristine G Harris

Mr John A Harris

* M/M Robert L & Grace Henbest

*Mr & Mrs Paul F & Mary A Hill

* Mr Ashley Histand

* M/M Frederick P & Cindy Hughes

Mr Lewis Hull

Mr Ira M Inkelas

* Mr & Mrs Clinton S & Lois S Janes, Jr

* Mr & Mrs Howard B & Ruth S Johnson

M"I’ ‘iben E & Catherir  *Joynson
{Villiam & Nancy Jer

MR T & Rosel:e\:-”cque

\.-‘incent LaDelia, MD

* M/M Robert F & Margaret T Lagonegro

Mr Stephen H Lakatosh

M/M Douglas & Lianna Lamont

Mr John C Lincoln I

M/M Charles V & Jean S Lindsay

M/M Leonard & Janet Malser
Mr Jerry Miller i

Mr John T Molumphy Il

New York Telephone Co

matching M/M William A & Ethel Johnson
* M/M Michael D & Kathy A Oakley

Mr Joseph A Ober

MM Charles G & Joan E O'Neill

Mr Goran Ostlund

Mr William J Oswald

* M/IM Maryanna H & John D Perry

M/M John D & Betty D Pfingsten, Major, USAF, Ret

Philadelphia Glider Council

* Mr & Mrs Joseph W & Violet M Poliseo
* Mr John Edward Pratt

Mr & Mrs Walter & Marsha Lee Pringle, IV
* Mr & Mrs Forrest W Reynolds

* M/M Gerald R & Josephine L Russin

* Mr Michael J Samek

M/M John E & Rose K Sherwood

Mr Peter W Smith

Mr Bruce C Spinney

M/M William C & Nancy H Sproull

* Mr James L Stamy & Ms Charlotte Owen

* Mr & Mrs Gerald E & Mae F Stamer
* M/M James & Mary Stoia ol
MM Jeffrey H & Peggy Stnnger

Mr Gary W Sullivan

Mr & Mrs Herbert C & Virginia N Tel'mylI
Mr Joseph L Terris :

*Mr & Mrs David M & Mary E Turner
* M/M T John & Nancy E Walter

M/M Darrel E & Maureen G Watson
M/M Bruce & Barbara Weber

* Weiss Markets :

* M/M Kenneth G & Phyllis Wells

Mr & Mrs Robert L & Nancy J Whitaker
Mr M P Whitney

* M/M Frank E & Sandra L Wl:lol[ey

Mr & Mrs Edward J Wronkoski

* Mr Herbert M Ziff

Harris Hill Chapter

* MrEdward Ingram ~ * Mr Richard Powell
i Mr Jeff Moers_ch ~* Mr Philip Whitman

Dedicated Gifts

Benefactol
Mr A Felix duPont, Jr ~ * Mrs Caroline J duPont

*Mrs Allaire C duPont
* Mrs Alice duPont Mills
Lt Col Floyd J Sweet, USAF, Ret

Capital Campaign for the Expansion
Benefactor

Names in Bold designate New Members

Mr & Mrs Bernald S & Marilyn Smith
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NSM teaches Cohesion groups CALENDAR

The NSM put on outreach

.. ' programs this summer for nearly August 28 - September 4

- 1500 children at 14 sites for the SSA Ift_cgio.n III Sports Class Chmpships
' sl :

{Chemung County Cohesion
eptember 4-6

Program. Paul Prunier, Curator
of Education, and James
| Swinnich, Executive Director, led
kite-designing classes for the 7-
and 8-year-old groups. The kites
B will be on display at the Arnot

Sallphne Homebmlders Assocmtlon

| then be collected by the children
to fly on Community Soaring

Virginia (Ginny) Schweizer,
Harris Hill Soaring Corporation and
the NSM didn't want Paul A.

23, 1993 to go unnoticed. So they
threw a little party.

Nearly 200 people gathered to [§
greet Paul at the NSM. Paul and [§
Ginny were escorted from thei
home to Harris Hill via Schweize
helicopter, and they landed to the |
red carpet treatment.

The Edward A. Mooers|

Community Room was all decked
out in blue and white balloons. The birthday boy celebrates with his brothers,

Under the "Happy 80th" banner Bill Schweizer, (left) and Ernie Schweizer (right).

was a spectacular four-tier cake.

The room was filled with Paul's family, friends, co-workers and many community
leaders. Paul was presented with proclamations from Congressman Amo Houghton and
The Soaring Society of America. Chemung County Executive G. Thomas Tranter, Jr.and
Elmira City Mayor James Hare declared the day "Paul A. Schweizer Day" in Elmira and
Chemung County, and Mr. Hare presented him with a key to the city. The hosts presented
Paul with a piece of Steuben glass etched with the Schweizer 1-26, a scroll signed by
hundreds of his friends and various gag gifts.

Paul didn't want everyone to fuss, but NSM staff told him that this was actually justa

December 3

Annual Commumty Soa_rmg Luncheon
- - NSM

Executive Director
James W. Swinnich

Editor
Carla Page

NSM News is published four times a
irear by the National Soaring Museum
or all Museum friends.” Address
inquiries to:
National Soaring Museum,
RD#3, Harris Hill,
Elmira, NY 14903
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trial run for his 100th birthday celebration!
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