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Elmira, New York has always
been the “Soaring Capital of
America.” Now this area is
becoming an aviation mecca.

Elmira is the site of the first 13
U.S. national soaring competitions,
beginning in 1930. It's where the
Soaring Society of America (SSA)
began in 1932, where the first
American captured the world
distance record, and where the
World War II glider program was
initiated.

Elmira—actually the suburban
town of Big Flats—is home of
Schweizer Aircraft Corporation,
builders of more U.S. sailplanes than
any other company. The town
boasts two active glider sites and is
where SSA chose to locate the
National Soaring Museum and the
SSA archives. Today the NSM's
rotating exhibits always feature a
dozen or more of our 60+ sailplane
collection.

People come to Elmira every
year, from all over the country and
around the world, to visit NSM and
learn about the history and current
developments in soaring. Even
though it’s the quietest time of year,
the first two months of 1997 brought
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Three aviation museums in one area
multiplies the appeal of Museum visit

us guests from Japan, Germany,
Poland, Canada and 12 states from
Maine to California.

Our guests are part of the more
than 8 million annual visitors to the
Finger Lakes region of New York.
Tourists can enjoy the area’s water
Oor snow sports, winery tours,
waterfalls, fall foliage, and literally
hundreds of museums and cultural
activities.

Now, NSM has joined with two
other area museums to offer an
inclusive tour of early flight in
America. We will soon offer joint
admission tickets, group tours, and
self-guided itineraries. Meet our new
museum partners:

Just one county away is another
significant site of early aviation.
Hammondsport—also known for its
wineries and lake views—was home
to Glenn Curtiss. His “Jenny” was
the standard World War I American
training aeroplane. The Glenn H.
Curtiss Museum recently moved
into an enlarged, new building. It
displays Curtiss’ motorcycles and
antiques from the /last turn of the
century, in addition to many of the
planes developed by Curtiss and his
company.
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By the end of summer, there will
be another great reason to explore
aviation here. The National
Warplane Museum, dedicated to the
restoration and maintenance of
flying-condition World War II
aircraft, will start its move to the
Elmira-Corning Regional Airport in
Big Flats with the opening of its first
hangar in August. Currently located
just south of Rochester, the Warplane
Museum owns 30 ships and holds
the “1941 Wings of Eagles” vintage
aircraft show each August.
Additional exhibits will open in
1998.

Together, the three museums
plan to offer our visitors special
insight into the science, histoty, and
adventure of flight as it was
developed in the United States. Joint
programs are already being
developed, some to be in place by this
fall.

So if you’re considering a visit
to NSM, call us at (607)734-3128 or
visit our website at http://
www.soaringmuseum.org for what is
available. Our theme . .

Three Great .

Aviation Museums... ~

One Great Destination!

Elmira, New York The Soaring Capital of America




Radio control aerotow

Continued from page 1

and H. M. Plummer in 1937. It is on loan from
the American Radio Relay League (ARRL)
of Newington, CT.

Mark Smith designed and built the
Windfree in 1970 and used it to capture first
place at the U.S. National League of Silent
Flight Tournament and other contests. It is
on loan from Gary and Larry Fogel, NSM
members from California.

The Skyhawk won first place in the 1995
Eastern Soaring League Championship with
Michael Lachowski, R/C soaring pilot and
columnist, at the controls. It is on loan from
Ed Slegers of Slegers International.

The museum’s exhibit will include a
typical control system of a model sailplane
on which visitors can practice. There will also
be historic radio gear documenting the
transition to ever smaller transmitters and
receivers.

The next day, May 3, will be a highlight
for the NSM with an R/C Sailplane
Symposium scheduled to begin at 1:00 p.m.
in the NSM's Edward A. Mooers Community
Room. Featured speaker Martin Simons is
active in both model and full scale soaring
and will present an international viewpoint.

The symposium will cover the history of
R/C model soaring and its similarity to full
scale soaring. The purpose is to see if there
are ways that R/C sailplane modelers and full-
scale sailplane enthusiasts can work together
more closely.

Other highlights will include
representatives from the ARRL, the Academy
of Model Aeronautics (AMA), the Soaring
Society of America (SSA), and other model
groups. Longtime modelers Larry and Gary
Fogel will speak, as will Larry Sanderson,
SSA President. Harner Selvidge will visit via
video to tell his experiences while flying the
Skyrider in 1938 and to talk about his friend,
Ross Hull, who designed that pioneering
model.

During the morning before the

o

symposium begins, the
local Harris Hill Lift
over Drag R/C Model
Club will conduct demonstrations of an R/C
towplane taking up an R/C sailplane.

The grand finale will be a month later at
a three-day R/C festival on June 13-15, 1997
here on Harris Hill. The Elmira Aerotow ‘97
will be hosted by the Lift over Drag model
club in cooperation with the National Soaring
Museum and Harris Hill

with the provided tow planes. Both model
aircraft will be controlled from the ground by
separate pilots. It’s the ultimate challenge fo
two pilots to fly in synchronization until tl
model glider is released at over 1000 feet
altitude. Current AMA membership is
required for participants.

Awards will be given for the “Pilots’
Choice” and to the best Schweizer scale

Soaring Corporation.
The Harris Hill runway
will be sharing space
that weekend with both
fuil sized sailplanes and
their smaller, radio
controlled counterparts.

The event is also
scheduled to become an
international affair with
at least ten German pilots signed up to bring
some 20 scale gliders. A package tour was
advertised by Gerd Holzner, editor of Flying
Circus Magazine and organizer of the annual
Fiss slope soaring event in Austria. Some of
these pilots will perform a flight
demonstration that should be unlike anything
the Americans have seen before.

“This year’s event has gotten out of
hand,” joked John Derstine, president of the
Lift over Drag club. “It’s new and it’s
exciting.”

Derstine said the club has about 50
members that have met monthly since the late
1960’s. They fly model airplanes at the
Holding Point in Horseheads, just outside of
Elmira, and provide a training program with
a certified instructor. The club owns R/C
models to take lessons with, and if a student
really enjoys it, they can get started on their
own for as little as $300-400 in equipment.
Many club members own three or four
models, while others have 10 to 20 different
types. Derstine himself is one of the latter.

Two years ago the club provided a
towplane and sailplane R/C demonstration
during the International Vintage Sailplane
Meet held on Harris Hill. That was just the
beginning of a new activity in
the realm of radio-controlled
model aviation. In 1996 they
put on their first annual
Aerotow event and drew 50
contestants from as far away as
Canada, Missouri, Wisconsin,
and North Carolina.

R/C tow planes and several
scale sailplanes will be
available at Aerotow '97 for
those who do not have their
own. Modelers are urged to
bring their 3-meter or larger
sailplanes with ailerons to fly

The event is also
scheduled to become an
international event with

at least ten German
pilots signed up to bring
20 scale gliders.

sailplane.

A reception in the Museum’s Edward A.
Mooers Comm-
unity Room will kick
off the event on June

13. On Saturday,
June 14, an evening
banquet at the NSM
will feature speakers
Paul A. Schweizer
and Robin Lehman.
Schweizer  first
connected the Lift over Drag club and the
museum by asking for a modern plane to
exhibit. Lehman helped with the aerotow at
IVSM '95 and is responsible for getting this
new activity going in the United States. He is
aleading advocate of aerotowing scale model
gliders.

Derstine says the Germans are much
further ahead in glider modeling. “They have
spent more money, and have gotten mo
respect.” The German pilots are anxious to
come fly in the United States, and have had
all the publicity related to Aerotow '97
translated into German over the Internet.
“They’re really promoting it,” Destine said.

Soaring enthusiasts are encouraged to
come and witness one of the fastest growing
activities in model aviation. There should be
plenty of surprises and fun at this international
event. For more information contact John
Derstine at 717-596-2392 or E-mail:
johnders @postoffice.ptd.net.

Director James Swinnich and Ted
Burris sort through a donation of
archival material given by NSM
Trustee Floyd J. Sweet.
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New trustees join the NSM Board

Robert Gaines

Robert Gaines, a longtime supporter of
the National Soaring Museum, has now
joined the ranks of the Museum trustees. Bob
hails from Marietta, GA.

Bob grew up in Southern California and
first got involved with sailplanes with the
Douglas Gliding Club at El Mirage. He
advanced to model gliders and then joined
the Air Force so he could afford his new
hobby.

Today Bob owns what he calls “a
squadron - a fleet” of mostly vintage ships.

Following a trailer accident, he rescued a 301
Libelle which he has totally restored. He
picked up a pre-war glider from Argentina,
the Rhonbass; and owns the Weihe which
won the 1959 Internationals piloted by Dick
Johnson. “It’s a hobby that’s completely out
of control,” he laughs.

Bob’s son is in the fiberglass repair
business. “He thinks sailplanes have to be
made out of fiberglass, not wood, glue and
dope!” Bob says. His wife, Alice, also joins
in the sport. When they dated, Bob would
“haul her out to Odessa, TX in 100 degree
weather.” But she loved it, too. She has soared
with him in Southern France - an 8-hour flight
up to Switzerland all the way around the
Matterhorn. “The French-Swiss-Italian Alps
are some of the most thrilling soaring. No
words are adequate,” he says. The couple also
have a daughter who lives in Texas.

After the Air Force Bob joined Delta
Airlines, piloting international flights. On his
rounds he has been to the Wasserkuppe
Museum several times, to the old Frankfort
airport which has gliders, and to a technical

museum in Vienna. When he visited the NSM
he decided, “It’s on a par with the best.”

Bob attended the International Vintage
Sailplane Meet on Harris Hill in 1995 with
two of his gliders. He only flew each of them
once, but that didn’t matter. I just wanted to
hang around and shoot the bull.” Pilots and
enthusiasts from 12 different countries all
enjoyed doing just that!

As president of the Vintage Sailplane
Association, Bob sees the NSM and VSA
working closely together. Now as a new
museum trustee he says, “I want to be able to
monitor the historic sailplanes of American
design for the future.”

Bob says he knows that the museum has
storage limitations, but he enjoys the display
of so many soaring craft. He wants to be
involved with acquisitions. “People have put
in so many hours, and we need to appreciate
it.”

Bob brings plenty of experience,
enthusiasm and humor to the Board.
Welcome, Bob, to the NSM!

Robert Ball

Also joining the NSM Board is Robert
Ball of Virginia. Bob got his start in soaring
when he crewed for his uncle, Dick Johnson,
at the 1950 Nationals in Grand Prairie, TX.
“I was mightily impressed,” he said. “T’ve
been involved continuously since then.”

In 1953 he soloed in Arlington, WA,
received his commercial glider license in
1955 and completed his Silver “C” at the
Texas Soaring Association in 1956-57. He
moved to Washington DC in 1959 and has
remained active with the Mid-Atlantic
Soaring Association ever since.

While in Seattle Bob was taught by some
of the best - including Peter Bowers, the
internationally known aviation historian, and
Joe Robertson, a director of the Soaring
Society of America. He’s particularly proud
to have received his five-hour duration flight,
his “C” and his Silver Duration all in the
Goppingen Wolf, then owned by Peter
Bowers.

Bob currently is part owner of a
Schweizer 1-36 and a DG 202, and flies
occasionally toward his Diamond.

Bob was active in the local glider clubs

s he earned his electrical engineering degree
irom Purdue University and his master’s at
Stanford. He retired in 1964 after a career in
electrical engineering and air traffic control
system development. His wife, Nell, is an
animal behavior specialist and longtime
volunteer at the National Zoological Park in

Washington DC.

Bob’s ties with the NSM go back to
volunteer work when he delivered a ship to
British Columbia for the museum several
years ago. As a new trustee he will again be
traveling with a ship in tow. He is scheduled
to deliver the Backstrom Flying Plank from
the EAA Museum in Oshkosh, WI to the NSM
for the Flying Wing exhibit opening this
summer. “When I was a member of the Texas
Soaring Association, I was one of many who
had the opportunity to fly that Flying Plank,”
Bob says. “On tow it was quite a handful, but
in the air it was delightful!”

Bob says the EAA Museum is well
known around the country, and he’d like the
NSM to be known to the same extent. “The
general theme of publicizing the museum and
making it known to a deeper level of the
aviation community is of prime importance.”
He says that the NSM needs to tell the public
about its activities and content so they will
want to come and find us in person.

Content of exhibits is another area where
Bob would like to help. With a particular
interest in instrumentation, he would like to
direct some attention on that aspect of flight
in exhibits. He’s also interested in promoting
outreach. “As the NSM develops loan
exchange programs - that works well to
further publicity and knowledge of the soaring
museum.” He is in favor of extending the
collection in new locations.

Both Bob Gaines and Bob Ball attended

their first NSM board meeting held at the
Soaring Society of America Convention in
Arlington, TX in January. “I find it a
stimulating group,” Bob Ball said. “The
aspect of having people from all around the
country is good.”

We welcome Bob Ball to the NSM and
look forward to working with him.




Spring 19970

NSM NEWS

NSM's outreach tradition
marks another significant
historical gliding site

By James W. Swinnich - NSM Executive Director

The National Soaring Museum again expanded the bounds of ou
educational programs with the program in Hawaii during December 1996
Physically we are situated on Harris Hill, the Soaring Capital of America,
but the ninth National Landmark of Soaring (NLS) and the 24th annual
Barnaby Lecture continues our tradition of outreach to the soaring com-
munity and significant historical gliding sites throughout the country.

Simine Short, chair of the NLS committee, and Dave Luehring, who
handled implementation in Hawaii, did a tremendous job in carrying off
the two events and an NSM board meeting. The museum operates with
four full-time people, four part-time staffers, and a group of equally dedi- |
cated volunteers. If the NSM is to continue conducting these outreach
programs with a national scope, it will take dedicated commitment from
soaring enthusiasts, like Dave and Simine, from around the country.

The plaque at the Pali, outside Honolulu (Oahu), will survive the
constant, high winds to note Cocke’s flight in the Nighthawk for future
generations. Those privileged enough to hear Ted Bellak and Herman
Stiglemeier speak about their experiences, learned of a time long past in
soaring. Ralph Barnaby would have been proud of their presentations
and the turnout to see these two pioneers of the soaring movement. Some
of us were honored enough at the lecture to meet Alfred Smith, official
observer for the 1931 contest in which Cocke set the endurance record.
According to Dave Luehring, it was a thrill for Mr. Smith as well.

As with all educational programs, the December events were part of
NSM's mission to collect, preserve, and interpret soaring history. If you
could not make the trip, keep your eyes open for the next issue of the
NSM Historical Journal where both of these historical events will be
detailed. Regardless of whether you experienced these Hawaiian soaring
events first hand, or will read about them, we were happy to have the
chance to preserve Hawaii's role in soaring history.

Below, with the NSM's landmark in Hawaii are (left to right): David
Luehring, an unidentified visitor, Simine Short and Jeffery Byard.
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One of the NSM'’s restoration projects that began last sum-
mer is beginning to take shape. The Goppingen Wolf that was
donated to the museum in 1982 by William Clarke is being re-
stored to the D-Chicago configuration and coloration that was
first brought ot the United States in 1935 by Joseph Steinhauser.
This type of ship was the first design of Germany’s Wolf Hirth.

“We’re actually bringing this ship back to life,” says Ex-
ecutive Director James Swinnich. “We’ve got 60-some sailplanes
in the collection and limited exhibit space, and it’s good to see
something like the Wolf receive this restoration and attention.”

This Wolf is one of only three left in the world - and the
only one in the United States. Volunteers Dale Gustin and Erwin
Jones have been repairing the ailerons and building a stabilizer
from scratch throughout the winter. Restorationist Dick
Kurzenberger prepared the work before he went south in De-
cember by building a jig and doing the math calculations and
preparing a supply list. “It will take hundreds of hours to restore
it,” Dale said. But he really enjoys the nostalgia of it. “It goes
back to the time Erwin and I started.

“It has beautiful craftsmanship. We’re not sure in some ways
how they did what they did,” Dale said. “That’s what makes it
fun and challenging.”

Erwin says. “The wood we’re using here is heavier than
what they worked with, and that makes it harder to work with.”

“You just do it as you go along,” Dale said. He says he
" apes they have it ready to work with the fuselage and the fab-

when Dick returns in April.

Jim said the museum was looking for a ship that the NSM
could demonstrate during the International Vintage Sailplane
Meet planned for the year 2000. “As part of the museum’s mis-
sion, we’re here to preserve and interpret. We usually do that
with exhibits. Here, we get to actually put something out on the
runway that is a museum piece. It’s an effort to utilize one of
our historical resources.

“The Museum gets a lot out of it, but the workers get a lot
out of it, too.” Jim continued, “unlike today where we’re on the
cutting edge of technology, they’re learning restoration meth-
ods that get little use now. We’re preserving not only the ship
but the construction techniques that were originally used by Hirth.
I think it’s a thrill for them.”

'NSM Trustee Floyd
|| J. Sweet (left) and
| NSM  President
 Jeffery G. Byard
 take a break from the
Soaring Society of
America Convention
in Arlington, TX in
January to visit the

S

Silent Wings Mu-

The NSM mailed out special recognition certificates to David Luehring, " seum in Terroll, TX.

Ted Bellak and Herman Stiglmeier for their parts in the Hawaii National
Landmark of Soaring and Ralph S. Barnaby Lecture last December.
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The NSM's Goppingen Wolf: a classic comes to life!
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Above, NSM Volunteers Erwin Jones (left) and Dale Gustin put some
loving repair into the Wolf's stabilizer.

The closest thing to the Wolf that Dale flew during his career was the
Minimoa. Erwin remembers the 2-place Baby Bowlus as one of the most
beautiful wooden ships. Dale said the Orlik was another wooden classic.

The other remaining Goppingen Wolf sailplanes can be found in Bra-
zil and South Africa. Working on this little piece of history here in Elmira is
as exciting as seeing the fininshed product in action. “Seeing it made ready
to fly is the most fun,” Dale said.

The NSM's website is getting a new look thanks
to the combined efforts of NSM Volunteer Ralph
Miller and Time Warner Cable. Ralph has been work-
ing with the local cable company and landed the NSM
a spot as one of the sites chosen to demonstrate the
capabilities of Time Warner's new Road Runner
project. Time Warner and NSM have been working
together to create the museum's web site which will
showcase the experience available at the museum. The
new look will include lots of pizzazz - including bright
colors, a sailplane background, mini historical films
from the museum and moving logos. It will be state

__ of the art! The new
design should be up
and running soon
after you receive
this issue of the
News.

Left, James
Swinnich instructs
Jim Levins, Wells-
burg, NY, in a
personal rib-mak-
ing session which
was videotaped to
include on the film
page of the new
Web site. Levins
won the experi-
ence as part of the
Fun @Museums
program in 1996.
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Recognition of Friends of the Museum
Annual Giving 12/1/96 - 2/28/97
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“Who Was Cayley, Anyway?”

DIV SN AV IEA'YAEY Meet our Volunteers!

Tom Welles - Volunteer Coordinator

Most of us are paid to be
here at the NSM, but one person
who comes up to Harris Hill
almost every week comes just
for the fun of it! That’s Tom
Welles, the museum’s
Volunteer Coordinator - and
one of our most dedicated
volunteers himself'!

Tom started out by
recording archival donations to
the museum. We quickly
learned what a versatile
volunteer he could be - from
doing mailings to teaching
aerogami at a booth in the mall
to judging kite contests. From
there he stepped right in as
Assistant Volunteer Coord-
inator when Jim Reinsmith went south for the winter.

Last spring when Jim Reinsmith married and moved south
permanently, Tom fit very neatly into Jim’s shoes. Today, the NSM
staff informs Tom of their volunteer needs and he gets right on the
phone to line up workers. It’s a fairly easy task with NSM volunteers.
“They’re nice people - helpful and cooperative,” Tom says.

But then, Tom’s entire career has involved people. He has held
numerous jobs in personnel and employee relations. He has acted in
over 40 negotiation impasses and operated his own personal consulting
business. You could say he’s an expert at “people.”

Tom was Director of Personnel at A&P where he oversaw the
functioning of seven plants, was vice-president of employee relations
at a small manufacturing company from which he retired, and then
filled in for a year as Director of Personnel at Widener University in
Chester, PA, and retired a second time.

Born in Rochester, NY, Tom moved to Washington, where he
worked at Boeing Aircraft, and then to New England. In the 1940’s
he served as an Army Engineer in Europe and the Pacific. He came to
Elmira when he joined the Bendix Corporation. Here, he served two
terms on the Elmira City Council. After his second retirement, he
decided Elmira was where he wanted to be.

He met his wife, Marilyn, 24 years ago. She worked as a library
clerk at the Steele Memorial Library in Elmira and later was in charge
of circulation at Delaware Community College in Media, PA. The
couple have seven children and 17 grandchildren between them.

Tom’s hobbies include golf, skiing, sailing and building model
boats. “I like boats,” he says. “They’re fun. You’re out in the water,
fresh air and sunshine.” Tom and Marilyn both took a sailplane ride
and spent the day at the Harris Hill field when they returned to Elmira.
“There was a lot of activity,” he said. Soon after that he was spending
time in the NSM archives.

Marilyn also hooked Tom as a volunteer at the library where she
is Volunteer Coordinator of the Adopt-A-Shelf Program. Tom has a
shelf section that he straightens nearly each week. It’s a job that helps
feed another hobby of his - reading. His favorites are mysteries, WWII
books and especially W.E.B. Griffin.

The Museum is very fortunate to have Tom Welles as a volunteer.
Without his efforts and those of several dozen other volunteers, the
NSM’s small staff couldn't accomplish so much. Thank you, Tom,
for keeping this important program operating!
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A In Memoriam CALENDAR
Victor Mead Saudek e

By Paul A. Schweizer Anvil, a thunderstorm research sailplane.
Vic graduated from Carnegie Tech in 1939
“Vic”, as he was known to his friends,  and on his trip to take a job with the
passed away on March 4, 1997. Frankfort Sailplane Corp he stopped to
Vic had lived through most of the U.S.  visit Orv1lle Wright in Dayton. After
soaring history and was one of working at Frankfort, he went
few soaring people that met to California to work at North
Orville Wright and talked to him American Aviation until he
about his pioneering flight in went with Pratt Read to help
1911. Vic was part of American design and build the LNE-1 June 13-15
soaring history and contributed sailplane for the Navy. From
many articles to soaring there he went to All American
publications. Aviation to work on duPont’s
Vic started his soaring pick up equipment that was
activity when he was attending used on military gliders. July 18-20, 1997
Carnegie Tech in the 1930°s. He , Vic had a very complete
attended some of the early aircraft engineering career
National Soaring Contests at Harris Hill ~ working for a number of famous aircraft
where he was in charge of the Barograph  companies on many projects including the
calibratiens. We first met Vic there in 1934 Surveyor Spacecraft at Hughes Aircraft. As
and were soaring friends ever since. a moonlighting job, Vic played an
Vic came close to having an Elmira  important part with the Sierra Wave project
connection when he fell in love with  from 1950 through 1955.
Barbara Rhodes, the sister of Frank Rhodes Vic was a real soaring pioneer and was October 10-11. 1997
who owns the farm that was used for the  very active with the National Soaring ;
national meets before Harris Hill. Barbara ~ Museum. He and John Ludowitz added to
unfortunately died, and the romance came  the NSM’s military exhibits by making a
to an end. diorama of a C-47 plane picking up a Waco
During his stay at Carnegie Techheand ~ CG-4A glider. It is hoped that Vic’s
the Glider Club built the famous Flying  complete story will be told.

g ‘ I} Aerogami at the Mall

The NSM participated in a
| Science of Arts program at the Arnot
@8 Mall in March. NSM volunteers and

1 Mall student volunteers helped kids
construct paper helicopters and
airplanes to vie for a free sailplane
ride from HHSC. The winning paper
glider, made by Tony Burlew of
Hammondsport, NY, flew an
amazing 66 feet!
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